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F«b. 15, 1802 | Despatch from High Commlnioiior of Cvi.ru, 
on llro subject of tiro effect of Commercial 
Irontro. between Turkey nuj Portugal on 
that inland. Any further information about 
negotiation* on tiiat subject ? 

1° v T. T l 0n ! ,rMont I >os *tion of commercial 
negotiations between Turkey and Portugal 
iN° further roport received about present posi- 
tion of inrco-Portuguese commercial nogo- 
tuitions. Inquiries havo been raado 
stantinoplo and Lisbon .. 

Sends copies of printed correspondence for 
l respecting commercial negotiations 
between Great Britain and Turkey 
No commercial negotiations with Turkey since 
1 urco-rortuguesc Declaration of 1890 
Suggests representation to Portuguese Govern.’ 
incut that Her Majesty* Government pre¬ 
sume they do not claim that Cyprus Govern¬ 
ment island by Treaties already denounced 

bv I urkey mid Portugal 
Report on present position of commercial 
negotiations between Turkey and Portugal.. 

I ortugal can only claim to trade with Cyprus’ 
on the same footing as other nations * . 

lo ascertain views of Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment on the subject of Turkey putting into 
force a portion of new TVco-German 
Treaty 

To furnish Report on intention * of Porte 
described in No. U 

lf A,“»«* 111 » *s»idL’ 

Auvivtr of I .irkuli Ml.ii.tcr for Foreign 
Amur, no: jativfiiclorv.. 

Interview, will. Said Poulin rel.liro to Tureo-' 
pi™" Irenty Memorandum by Said 
, n "w $1 ■ WWte.awl nolo addro.scd 

by Sir \\ , Whilo lo the former .. 

Instruction, u to lauguage to bo hold to Porto 
on the subject of the T.irco-Gcrtnat. Treaty, 
ami tiro negotiat,on, between tiro Perm and 
Her Majesty s Government 
Sir C. Ford ondcnitnndi that Turco-German 

I reatv will only he put into forco a, ritrar.1, 
German subjects 9 

Att.wcr of Stud Pa,ha to a note from Sir W.‘ 
Wlme respecting tho pslblication or tan on. 
accept.,bio •• aittlmnent Donnnicr,” and 
teinarki* by Mr. Wrench upon the <smo 
Mr. Wrenclt, liepon Sir C. Ford, with' 

* ,L * nlor:u *an < * n nil the various points still in 
tK’orto" 1 ,h ° comraercial »<*gotUtionu with 

Nolo from Said Paths, nvking tint Brttiah* 
Uelegates may be instructed to rcittme 
negotinUons, and Sir C. Ford', reply 
A,k, if any information lias been received in 
regard lo,lro An ; lo.Turki,lt negotiation, .. 

No dwrablo that Her Majesty-, Government 
•lionld take arty steps which might hasten 
the application „f tin, new Turkish TarilT 
Instruction, for Mr. Wrctrol, when a meeting 
between the Delegate, I. neat .nggosted . . 

Mv. Wrench propo.e, lo meet Ottoman Dele, 
gates soon. Bequests instruction* about 
certain Articles of new Treaty 
SeudH copy of instructions given to Mr.* 
Wrench: interview between tho latter and 
Artm Pasha .. 
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No. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Pj 8 o 

23 

To Sir C. Ford 


58 

Juno 21, 1892 

Sends instruction* requested in No. 21 .. 


24 

Sir C. Ford 


65 

20, 

Report from Mr. Wrench of interview with 
Ottoman Dclcgntes, ami Memorandum show¬ 
ing tho present j.ositicn of various joint* in 

31 

35 

25 

To Sir C. Ford 


62 

30, 

Acknowledges receipt of No. 24. Instructions 
already sent in No. 23 .. 


Sir C. Ford 


66 

23, 

Transmits Memoranda on presont jiosition of 
Austrian, French, Russian, mid Italian nego¬ 
tiations with Turkey .. 

35 




133 

Nov. 7, 

Ottoman Delegates have agreed to the omis¬ 
sion, insisted on in Foreign Office despatch 
No. 131, 1S30, in Article XVIII, concerning 
monopolies .. .. 

38 


,. .. 


134 

7, 

Ottoman Delegate* have consented to ennex 
Unified TarilT to our Treaty .. .. 

38 

29 



135 

7, 

Present |>osition of Article II, concerning 
local taxes and regulations iu Turkey. Is 
acting with French Ambassador iu this 
matter 

38 

30 

„ „ 


136 

7, 

Parugrnjdi objected to iu Sir W. While’# 
despatch has been modified 

39 

31 



137 

7, 

Article concerning mosl-fnvourcd-intion treat¬ 
ment for transport of tuerchandixo by rail- 
svav in the Turkish dominion* has been 
accepted and signed ad referendum 

40 




138 

7, 

Interviews between British and Otlomnn Dele¬ 
gates relative to amending tho “ EOglcment 
Dounnier" with tho assistance of British 
Delegate* 

11 

33 



139 

7, 

Projiosal that Article 27, respecting ancient 
Treaties, shall lie omitted, inasmuch a* there 
.appears to bo no chance of the two Govern¬ 
ments agreeing .. .. 

42 


” ” 


140 

7, 

New Treaty remain* in statu quo with the 
exception of five jioints mentioned in pre¬ 
vious desnatche* 

Note verbal* from Porto requesting that com¬ 
mercial negotiations should be resumed 


35 

” " 


141 

7, 

14 


” .. 


156 

Dec. 1, 

Refusal of Porto to allow medicine* for 
Consulate.General at Bagdad to pass the 
Custom-house. Requests instructions 

45 

37 



157 

1, 

Transmit* complete Memorandum by Mr. 
Block on the whole subject of customs 
immunities in Turkey .. 


38 

lo Sir C. Ford 


111 

17, 

Satisfaction at agreement reported in No. 27 .. 

49 




112 

17, 

Instructions to send home a copy of tho now 
Ottoman Tariff in its complete'form. Will 
it bo put into force before Treaties with 
European Powers are concluded ? (28) 

50 


.. 


113 

17, 

Approves concerted action with French Am¬ 
bassador us reported in No. 29 .. .. 

Approves modification in last jiaragraph, ns 
reported in No. 30 


41 

.. 


111 

17, 

50 




115 

17, 

Approves draft Articles transmitted in No. 31.. 

50 

43 



116 

17, 

Ajiproves N<\ 32 

51 

44 

" 


117 

19. 

Advisability of inserting into Treaty a distinct 
stipulation with regard to the Capitulations, 
instead of omitting the Article as proposed 
iu No. 33 


45 

» " 


118 

19 . 

Send* instructions on certain points mentioned 
in No. 34 .. 


46 



119 

19, 

Difficulties in regard lo the question of cus¬ 
toms immunities in Turkey. It would be 
best not to opou a general discussion with 

52 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Revision of the Com¬ 
mercial Treaties between Great Britain and Turkey. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—{Received February 16.) 

Downing Street, February 15, 1892. 

WITH ™r«r,„c » “AAXaTS 

matter ' I ara , &.c. 

(Signed) EDWARD FAIRFIELD. 


Inclosuro in No. 1. 

Governor Sir II. Bulwer to Lord Knutsford. 

, , , , Government House, Nicosia, January 20,1S0J. 

sa. ilV regulated by the then existing Capitulations, ration it was 

Agreements between Turkey and oll ' er f co }"' t ‘f®’, as , u)rc <„• loss hound—not 
apparently held that the Government of “ “ Conventions and Com- 

entirely so, perhaps, but more or lew botmd-bj tU o “ K l h ^ n ^ , urk ». and the 
mcreial Treaties so long as these should iemc ,j.| u , ,. egu | t (, as been that 

several different countries which were pai t es to t ■ ' found in force in 

the Tariff here remains to-day practically the saint mini 

18T8 i. Mcamvbilc, «. by on,. cl, 


n full term of twenty-eight years witn a nan , ’ h again at the end 

Parties to terminate or alter it at the end ol the loin tcuitn jtui, b B 
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gtogcarftppaji; 

the lltli January, 1890, one of the purposes of which was to cancel and annul the 
1868 Convention; hut on the 24th April, 1891, at Brussels, a paragraph was added 
to that Declaration which has left the matter in a state of some uncertainty. 

5 It is of irreat importance to this Government to he kept acquainted with the 
issue or the negotiations between Turkey ami Portugal, 

the Convention of 1SG8 is the only one remaining ol the Commercial Conventions 
found in force in 1878 between Turkey and foreign countries by which we hate 
been^heMl tobe "more or less bound, lo long as that Convention force he 
Government of Cyprus is to all intents and purposes bom by b On tl,e .-thcr 
hand as sixm as it ceases to be in force, it is necessary fm this Got eminent to lake 
steps’ without loss of time, to assure its position in customs matters, it tangevM 
doubtful 1 am told, if tve can legally continue lo levy, without some ficsh aiitho- 
ritv our’present customs duties when the Convention by virtue <>r which we are now 
I^JSXBSLmi to exist. Fortunately, we possess under the terms or 
Ordinance No. 28 ol 1879 the power at once to fix the rates of nnpoit and customs 
dutv to be taken and levied on imported goods, and thus, as soon as we are informed 
that the Convention of 18G8 has ceased to lie in force, we can take immediate steps 
to nr ecV l e eveI.ue, but we cannot well do this so long as the Convention of ISM 
is o P r is believed to lie in force, and this is the reason why we are anxious to obtain 

the earliest information on the subject. p , r* n nvAnfrion of 1888 fa 

G That we have reason to desire the termination of the Convention ol is 
certainly also the ease, and this reason will be understood when 1 say that <w long 
as wd me bound by it wo are unable to discourage, as we want to do, by heavier 
duties, the importation of cheap and inferior loreigu spirits. Moreover, M 1 
reported last vear, the Chief Collector of Customs is desirous, as so,:>n as the Jon- 
vention of 1883 has ceased to exist, of introducing a new land belter suited to i the 
commercial circumstances of the island, and therefore, if by any chance the Conven¬ 
tion of 1868 has ceased to exist since the date of the additional paragraph signed at 
Brussels on the 24th April last, he would desire to introduce the new lantl, 11 your 
Lordship agrees to it, during the next coming Session. But nothing can be done 
until we know what is the present position of the commercial relations between 
Turkey and Portugal. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) H. BULAVER, High Commissioner. 


No. 2. 

The Martjuis of Salisbury to Mr. Fane* 

(No. 11. Commcroial.) pwrijp. Office, February 18,1892. 

r ’ WITH reference to Sir W. White’s despatch No. 08, Commercial, of the 20th 
May last, 1 have to inform you that the Secretary of State fur the Colonies w»h«M0 
learn the present position of the commercial negotiations between 1 urkey and 
Portugal; and I shall be glad to receive a Ueport from you on Urn subject. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 3. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

„. Foreign Office, February 18, 1892. 

1 AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt ot your 
letter of the 15th instant, and to state, in reply, for Lord Knutsford s information, 
that no further Report has been received as to the position of tho commercial ne ta o- 


\l,o to Sir G. IVtff (No. U, Commercial). 


tiations between Turkey and Portugal. Inquiry M b <*" mM ' e ° f " Cr 
Majesty's Representatives at Constantinople and Usbmi. 

(Signed)' ’" JAMES W. LOWTHEll. 


No. 4. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 13. Commercial.) Ferclan OjtWj February 27,1892. 

1 TRANSMIT to your Excellency 
correspondence for IS9I respecting commercial negotiations 

“ d T'havc'to request that you will consider the T-tion oMbc^ negodatious, 
and, at your convenience, speedy the points as to which you maj 

inSl ''lshTi,c glad to receive at the same time such observations as you may have 
to offer on subject* connected with those negotiations. j ^ 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 

PS_q'wo of the accompanying volumes arc intended for Mr. Pane and 

Mr. Wrench respectively. 8. 


Sir G. Pclrc to the Marquis of Salisbury .—(Rewired February 29.) 

(No. 21. Commercial.) February 23,1892. 

My Lord, . , ... xr„ n Commercial, of the 18th instant, I 

IN reply to your Lordships despat * • > h esc |, m ,g C 0 f ratifications or the 
have the honour to report that suiceAhe h ^ ^ { B (i January> 1899, which 

fookpK|the°24th^“£S! at Brussel.,-there have been no negotiations for 

a new Commercial Treaty “3s! like that from other countries, is 

At present tho imjpqrtation of lu Customs Tariff which came into 

subject to the duties imposed in the dcsinteh No 43 of that date. 

•■'-'t: sSSMSS ap... 

.......... u-. '» 

granted to any other Country, Brazil exccpteO. Portugal and Turkey on the 

According to. the additional datum agreed W >>>^ ^ C > 0mmcr . 

MM 

.-.- 

g0 ° l1 ' (Signer 0 'George G. PETRE. 


No. 0. 

Colonial Office lo Foreign Office.— (Received March 17.) 

Dwellin'/ Street, March 10,1892. 

• g» Sir G. t’clre’* No. 30, Cotmnemal, Moj S, 1891. 
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to which the Portuguese Cortes npprovet accented by Turkey and inoor- 

1 mtcXVXJS&fSZ 

S-Jty zsss 

SBSfcSSreSSKa 8P» «- *“* p ““ 8 -" 

anil Turkey have denounced. , *. t m ..i Knulsford may be favoured 

sought for instructions on the subject. ^ &c 

(Signed)' ’ JOHN BRAMSTON. 


No. 7. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury.-(Received Morel, 18.) 

(No. 10. Commercial.) Constantinople, March 11,1892. 

* r~ 

blSMSfSSi r.«.s«i,i t»-. J ”S;iPiTM‘c™K3.Ta su. 

„ T ‘ii»rsa|SESfi3«s: 

Lordship the textual copy ol the ratihcations of the alj of tl)U p ortc . 
owing'to thc'possibllityThat^hJ nd^^ional.jmragraph^might^j^ c oimt^ued^ v .to^mean 

^^migU^una^lSlu to ^ 

wards the Declaration would be null and void, ami too 1 , 

revived if the Turkish Government failed to c°" c, |\ (le “, *'®‘ ^ Government, which 
This objection was brought to the notv^ of the lortug o to()U place 

stated that such was not their intention, j 111 ‘ . . ^ c= secret, but I am 

These notes the Turkish Oovcrnmcn ma ke an official demand or proposal to 
given to understand that, ncithci |a . . .. . ltcl | “ ollicicuscineul,” and 

reopen negoliat ons tgM the ma^r %.%ff2SS*,. as to the date when 
that no proposal can lit nia.lt without an „ J . nroposal for neeotia- 

that proposal shall he taken into consldeintion. • Su'hlinie Porte to all the 

he made hy eitheTl-ower before February .892, has thus been mod,lied. 

(Signed) - FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


No. 8. 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

gj r ^ Foreign Office, March 22,1892. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 10th instant, respecting the position of Cyprus in connection with the 
Commercial Treaty between Portugal and Turkey. 

In reply, I am to point out that it was stipulated by the Declaration of the 
11th January, 1890, that the Treaties of 1843 and 1808 should be considered 
abrogated; and that, pending tho conclusion of a new l’reaty between these 
countries, the commerce and interests of their respective subjects should be placed 
on the same footing as those of* other Powers—in other words, on the footing or 
most-favoured-nation treatment. 

This Declaration was ratified by both Powers; and the ratifications were 
exchanged at Brussels on the 24th April, 1891. . , _ 

Portugal can, therefore, now only claim to trade with Cyprus on the same 
footing as any other nation; and the Government of Cyprus can accordingly 
consider themselves free from the special obligations of the Treaties of 1813 and 
1S68 above referred to. Under these circumstances it does not appear to be 
expedient or necessary to make any communication on the subject to the Portuguese 
Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES W. LUWTIIEIt. 


No. 9. 

Count Glanz to Count Degm.—(Communicated to the Marquis of Salisbury, March 23.) 

Sun,. Vienna, March 22, .1892. 

ACCORDING to confidential information which has reached us from Con. 
staiitinople the Turkish Government circles have resolved to put into operation a 
portion of the provisions of the new Turco-German Commercial Treaty, concluded 
on the 20th August, 1890, but which have hitherto not been put into forco on 
account of the negotiations which are pending with other Powers with a view of 
renewing the Treaties. These provisions would thus apply to all the foreign com- 
mcrec, without any previous understanding with these l owers having >cen 

arrived at. ^ ^ ^ (Q , int() rorce t h ose stipulations which 

have no reference cither to the imposition of customs, the system id levying them, 
the question of bonded warehouses, or the exemptions from duty which now 

Although the immediate consequences which would result to trade from the 
measures which are projected may be <>r very little importance, such a proceeding 
oil tho part of the Porte would have a great importance as a print-ply, as it would 
represent their first cli'oil to modify singly, and of their own initiative, the new 
Turkish commercial regime in the ease of those Powers with whom tho negotiations 
on the subject have as yet not reached an agreement. 

Evidently the object of Turkey is to exorcise pressure upon the compliance or 
the Powers in these negotiations. , ,, 

The greater or lesser importance of the proposed innovation, therefore, should 
not so much be considered as tho fact that this way of acting would constitute a 
dangerous precedent, on which the Porte would, at a convenient moment lor them, 
bare an attempt to introduce the new duties without consulting the lowers with 
whom Treaties arc still under negotiation, and by their own initiative. 

Under these circumstances it appears advisable for us and tho 1 owers, who are 
in the same position as ourselves, to oppose this effort of the Porte s with firmness. 

1 have the honour to request your Lordship to speak to Her Majesty s 
Government upon this subject, and to urge them, in ease they share our views, to 
give instructions to their Ambassador at Constantinople to enter into communica¬ 
tion with our Ambassador in that city and discuss with him such steps as may 
appear suitable to traverse the aims of the Porte. 

| 525 ] 
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m i r«rv fKof wo have sent a similar communication to Rome as well, we 
expect ^th'nt^st a report upon the decision token by the British Government at 
your Excellency’s early convcmencc. Acoe p ti 

(Signed) GLANZ. 


No. 10. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir Clare Ford. 

(Commercial.) F - n Office, March 30,1892. 

{ IcSoRblNG to information received by the Austro-Hungarian 

xvith Mother Powers. I shallbo glad to receive a report on the subject from 
your Excellency. 


No. 11. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received March .11.) 

(Commercial.) Constantinople, March 31,1892. 

(Iclegraplnc.) ! . , have reported on the subject or your Lord- 

making further representations I will await instructions. 


No. 12. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 1.) 

(No. 21 Commercial. Confidential.) Constantinople, March 21,1892. 

5 ’ ON the 10th instant 1 was confidentially informed, from a trustworthy source 
that the Porte had decided to put in force 

Treatv concluded with Germany, signed on the ibtli August, 18J0, that these 
nortions of the Treaty would lie enforced against the subjects, commerce, and 
shipping of all the Powers, but I was also informed that the date of this measure was 
not yet fixed. 

The portions of the I reaty to be enforced were : ... . \ vi 

Articles 1 II III, IV, V (with exception ol second and last Paragraph), \ I, 
VII, x S two sections only), XI, Nil, XIV, XV, XVI, XVII, XXI, XXII (lust 
sentence onlvX XXIII, XXIV, and AX\ • ■ 

The “Tariff” and the “ Heglcment Douanier” were not included in the proposed 

“he only points calling for special attention were Article V, in which tile Porte 
reserves the right to impose "surtaxesArticle XII; Article XVI, in which the 
Porte claims the right to establish monopolies; and Article XXII. 

With ihesc exceptions, the enforcement of the above-mentioned portions of the 
Treaty would not have, as far as 1 can at present see, any immediate consequences ... 
the commercial relations of Great Britain and Turkey, but as the ei.fmecment o n 
Treaty concluded with another Power against the subjects, the shipping, nnd 
commerce of the United Kingdom would lie the destruction ot the whole basis of our 
commercial relations with Turkey, and would not be accented by Her Majesty s 
Government, I considered that il we closed our eyes to the enforcement of any 
portions of the German Treaty, even though the immediate consequences were 
insignificant, it would bo a dangerous precedent, and the 1 urkish Government might 
Cite it against us, should they wish later to enforce the wholo Treaty, lnrdf and 
" Riglemciit Douanier ” included. 


7 


I therefore instructed Me. Block to inquire of Said Pasha, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, if my information was correct. 

Said Pasha stated that the information was not quite correct, that there had 
been pourparlers with the German Embassy, but that nothing had been decided. 
His Excellency said that the Austrian Ambassador had also questioned him on the 
subject; that he had given a similar answer; indeed, his Excellency added, the 
Turkish Government could not take such a step. 

I am informed that the French Embassy, which has received similar informa¬ 
tion, will also make inquiry at the Porte. 

Said Pasha stated, further, to Mr. Block, that when the date was fixed, the 
whole German Treaty would be put into force, but only as regards German 
subjects. 

The second paragraph of the “ Proc&s-Vcrbal de Signature” attached to tno 
German Treaty runs ns follows; “ 11 cst pourlant bien entendu quo mtine apris cette 
date ni le Tarif ni line stipulation qiiclcoiiqnc du Traito ne pourront fitre, suns le 
consentcmcnt du Gouvernement Allemand, mis en vigueur vis-4-vis de l’Allemagne, s’ils 
no sont pas cn mfiine temps mis oil vigueur vis-a-vis de toute autre nation” (see 
inclosure in Sir E. Mulct’s No. 147 of the 27th December, 1890), and the whole 
matter seems so little clear that perhaps your Lordship may desire to ascertain at 
Berlin what has recently passed between Germany and Turkey with regard to the 
new Treaty. 

I think it opportune to mention that if any portion of a new Treaty that is not 
our act is enforced without our personal consent, we may lose some of the points 
mentioned in Said Pasha's note or the 17th March, 1890, and consigned in a 
Memorandum " paraphfi" by Sir William White and the Foreign Minister, the 
satisfactory solution of which points is a sine qud non to the signing of the new 

As tlie Memorandum in question lias never, seemingly, reached your Lordship, 
1 have the honour to inclose a copy of it herewith. 

Our Treaty negotiations have not advanced since my arrival, the Turkish 
Government not having replied to Sir W. White’s communication to Said Pasha of 
the 2-ltli September last (copy inclosed), containing the demands from which the late 
Ambassador considered his instructions did not allow him to recede. 

The otbiUr Powers, also, have not concluded their Treaties, France having barely 
begun to negotiate. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 12. 

Memorandum “ paraphe" by Sir IV. IVhile and Said Pasha. 

PAR uno note adressfie ;1 1'Ambas- 
sadetir d’Angletcrrc par la Sublime Porte 
le 17 Mars, 1890, les points suivants, an 
sujet dcs negoeiations commcrcinles, ont 
<St6 regie's comme suit:— 

1. (/unification dcs Tarifa et l’apnlica. “Aussi les dilferents Tnrifs mSgocies 

tion d'uti Tarif unifornic dans tout I’Em- avee ehacuno des Puissances ont-ils fit6 
pire Ottoman simultarnSmcnt et sans unifies, et le Tarif General qu’en a 
distinction de provenance. rfisultfi ct qui contient le minimum dcs 

droits do douanc fixes pour les merchan¬ 
dises tarififics sera appliqufi dans 1'Em- 
pire d’une mnnifire figalc il tout le 
commerce d'importation, siinuHaniiinent 
ct sans distinction do provenance.” 

2. L’uboUtion dcs droits do transit. “ Le Gouvernement Imperial donne 

satisfaction A la plupart dcs desiderata 
du Gouvernement de Sa Majestfi Britan- 
nique, tel que la suppression du droit 
de transit.” 






v r 


3. La faculty d’cntrcpftt cst accordde 
aux importatcurs. 


4. Lc systdmc de declaration cst 
adoptd. 


5 La simplification des operations 
doimnidrcs suivra la misc on vigucur du 
nouveau Tarif. 


G. La publication ofliciclle du nouveau 
Tarif sera faitc deux mois avant son 
application. 


7. Lcs droits intdrienrs scront abolis 
avee la misc cn vigucur du nouveau 
Tarif. 

8 . Lc droit d'exportation sera uboli 
avee la misc cn vigucur du nouveau 

!). L’importanco qui sc raltnche a 
Vacceptation du Tarif unifid comme 
base du nouveau 1 raite. 


10. Communication dcs lliglcmenls 
Douaniers, ainsi qne dcs modifications 
qui ponrraient y dire introduces dans 
lavonir La modification dcs points 
mentionnes dans lcs JUgloments, qui 
scraient cn contradiction avee lcs prm- 
cines coiitenus dans lc Traitc, et qui 
scraiont signalds a la Sublime Porte par 
lc Kcpr 6 aentant dc Sa Majestd liritan- 
nique. 


11 La puolication par la vole dcs 
iournaux dc tonics lcs instructions gt-nc- 
ralcs ou circulaircs <]ui scraient pto- 


«Lc Gouverneincnt Imperial donne 
satisfaction ft la plupart des desiderata 
du Gouverneincnt dc Sa Majeste Britan- 
nique, tel quo la faculty d'cntrepftt 
accordde aux importatcurs.” 

.. Le Gouverneincnt Imperial donne 
satisfaction a la plupart dcs desiderata 
du Gouverneincnt de Sa Majestd Bi itan- 
nique, tel que l'adoption du systdmc dc 
declarations.” 

“■ I e Gouverneincnt Imperial donne 
satisfaction a la plupart des desiderata 
du Gouverneincnt dc Sa Majeste Britan, 
niqne.tcl (pie la simplification des opera¬ 
tions douaniercs par la misc cn vigucm 
du nouveau Tarif SpeciGquc. ’ 

“ Lc ueicguc Britannique avait de- 
mantle, cn outre, la pulilication d'un Avis 
ollicicl portant A la conimissanco du 
commerce an moins trois mois d avancc 
la date dc la misc cn vigucur du nouveau 
Tarif. , . 

“ Ce laps dc temps avant etc reconnu 
coniine cxccssivcinerit long, le Gouvcrno- 
nient Imperial, tout en donnant suite a 
cettc demaude aussi du Gouverneincnt 
dc Sa Majeste, a decide de fixer cc deiai 
A deux mois.” 

•‘l.c Gouverneincnt Imperial a resolu 
d’abolir les droits intericurs a l’occasion 
do In misc cn vigueur du nouveau 

* '“ Le Gouverneincnt Imperial projette 
dc supprimer egalcmcnt le droit d expor¬ 
tation.” , , , , 

“ D’aprds la teneur generalc ue la note 
susmentionnfo, il cst entciulu quo la 
Sublime Porte admcl l’acceptation du 
Tarif Unifie comme base du nouveau 
Traite.” . , 

“ Kn cc qui tonclie la question dcs 
Rdgipnients et dcs anti cs actesdouaniers 
afferent an nouveau Traite, votre Kxcel- 
lencc voudra bicn coiivcnir quil no pent 
pas v avoir lieu A one collaboration 
etrangdre; neanmoins, I’Ambassade dc 
Sa Majeste rcccvra, comme par le passe, 
communication des dits lldgienionts, 
ainsi que <les modifications que 1 Ad¬ 
ministration Ottomauc pourra y intro- 
duire dans I’nvenir, afin qu'ils puisscnt 
dtre portes A temps A la connaissance du 
'commerce Anglais, lc Gouverneincnt 
Imperial Ottoman se rdservant dc modi¬ 
fier les points de ees IWglemcnts (jui 
scraient en contradiction avee les prm- 
eipes contenus dans le Traite, et qui fin 
scraient signulds par le Ueprcsentant dc 
Sa Majestd Britannique. A la rigucur, 
la Sublime Porte serait prCle A donner 
une declaration A cc sujet.” 

“Passant A la rdservo relative a la 
publication par la voic des journaux de 
loutes instructions gendralcs ou circu- 
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nuilguces ultdrieurement, ayant pour laires ultdrieurcs, ayant pour objot d'ex 
objetl’oxplication du Tarif pl'quer lcs Articles du Tanf ou d en 

•* ddlcrnuncr la portce, ainsi qu a la con- 

statation du droit dos autorittfs Anglaises 
d'en contestcr les dispositions dans le cas 
06 ellcs leur sembleraient contraires aux 


stipulations du Traite ou du Tarif, je 
rnppcllerai d votre Excellence que le 
Gouverneincnt Imperial a toujours 
suivi la rigle dc fairo publier dans les 
iournaux cette sorte de Circulaircs, ct il 
va dc soi qu’en cas d’obscrvations 
fonddes formuldes dc la part dc l’Anibas- 
sadc Royale sur le contcnu de ccs actes 
il en sera Venn compte.” 

12. Le traitement de la nation la plus “ Enfin, en ce qui conceriic la clause 
fnvmicuip du traitement de la nation la plus ra\o- 

risde, cllc cst assurde A la^Grandc- 
Brctngnc ainsi que lc projet de Traitd en 
fait foi." _ _ 


(Signd) M. S. 

V W. A. W. 


Sc referant fc la correspondance qui a prdcddd la reprise dcs ndgoeiations rela¬ 
tives & la conclusion du Traitd do Commerce, I’Ambassade de Sa Majcstd 
Britannique a cru ndeessaire de faire, entre autres, dcs rdserves sur lcs points 

suivan q UC ^ 'p ar ',f SC ra complete il devrn dtre trunsmis ofliciellement it 

l Am^Lcs^'droits d’exportation, dont I’Ambassade do Sa Majcstd Britannique 
domande sans cesso la suppression, doivent fttre abolis cn entier par Avis oihciel. 

3. La question do la durdc du Traitd devrn roster cn suspens jusqu A cc quo 
l’enlonle soit dtablie sur lcs autres points du Traite. 

(eigne) JVl. o. _ 


W. A. w. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 12. 

Memorandum presented to Said Pasha. 

Points principal du nouveau Traitd de Commerce sur jesqucls une entente n'a pit s'dtablir, 
lc? Ddldguds Ottomans n'ayant pas ctd autorises a concdder les demandcs de leurs 
Collegues Brit annuities. 

CES derniers ayant insisld sur une r&laclion conforme aux instructions de leur 
Gouverneincnt transmiscs A eux par I'Ambassade, ct leurs efforts tlnns ce sens dtnnt 
rcstds sans rdsultat, I’Ambassade s’est convaincuo do 1 inutilitd do continuer cos 
(ldbats ct ddsire soomettre le comptc rendu qui suit A l appreciation de son Lxcel- 
lonce lo Ministro des Affaires EtraugAres:— . . . 

1 Article II.—Lcs Ddldguds Ottomans out exprimd le ddsir do supprimer les 
m 0 ts “ les plus favorisds." Lc Gouvcrnenient do Sa Majeste Britannique s y 
oppose. Lcs Ddldguds Ottomans avaient proposd une ddclarntion explicative, mais 

11 Ottomans out soulevd la question des taxes 

municipales <iui pourraicrit affccter les importations dtrnngdros. 11 s constatent quo 
la question avail ddjA dtd rdglde par l’Artiete II, signd ad rtfmmlum. Dans cc cas il 
fautira modifier l’Article II par l’addition de la phrase ci-jointe. (Annexe A.) 

:l. Article IX.—Les propositions des Ddldguds Britanniques pour la reduction 
des droits d’entrepdt pour les marclinndiscs A bon marclid cst A I elude A la Douano 
Impdriale L'Ambassade desirerait savoir lo vdsultat de cette dtuile. 

[525] 
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1. Article X.—Cct Article, qui a dtd soumis ft la rdconsidfirntion du Gouverne- 
ment ile Sa Majestd Britannjjqiie, ilcniande lies ldgftrcs moililications qui seront eom- 
muniqutSes ft son Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Etrangftrcs. 

0. Article XIV.—Le Gouvemoment ilc Sa Majcste Britannique no peut se 
ddpartir do sa demando que tout nouveau droit ou charge do cette nature (droits tie 
tonnage, port, quai, Sic.) ainsi (pie toutc augmentation dc ccs droits ou charges no 
soit eta Iff; quo d’un eommun accord entre les deux Gouverncments. 

G. Article XVI.—Au sujet de cet Article il y a cu des discussions rditdrdes entre 
les Delcgues des deux pays ct un projet dc tcxlc a etd signd par eux ad referendum. 
Coniine il s’agit pour taut de modifications dc droits acquis ct existants de la navi¬ 
gation Anglaise, le Gquvernement do Sa Majestd Britanniquc n’a pas cru pouvoir 
donner son adhesion ft cette redaction et la question attend sa solution par une 
entente entre I’Amhassade ct son Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Etrangdres. 

7. Article XVII.—L’Ambassade transmet ci-jointe une conic de 1'Article que son 
Gouverncment tient ft voir insure dans le Traitd. (Annexe 3.)* 

8 . Article XVIII.— Le Gouvernemcnt do Sa Majestd Britannique nc pent 
accepter les mots “ pendant la durde du prdsent Traitd," puisqu'il no peut accepter 
le principe que, ft la conclusion dc cc Traitd, les stipulations des ancicns Traitds 
expiront. Si les Ddldguds Ottomans no donnent pas ft 1’Article une pareillc inter¬ 
pretation, il sera facile de se rnettre d’accord sur une rddaction qui nc prdsenterait 
pas cette objection. 

9. Les Articles XXI ft XXV, ainsi quo lc Hdglemcnt Douanier, sont ft l’dtudc. 

10. Article XXVII.—Ci-jointe une copie dc cot Article dans la forme qui est la 
seule que le Gouverncment de Sa Majestd Britannique puisse accepter.f 


Anncxo (A). 

La Sublime Porte s’engago cn outre ft no soumettre les Articles de fabrication 
ou de provenance Britannique imporles dans l’Empirc Ottoman ft des droits d’entrde 
exeddant ceux indiquds dans le Tarif ci-annexd et qui fait partic intdgrante du 
prdsent Traitd, ni ft aucun autre droit ou charge, sous quelque ddnomination et au 
profit dc qui que eo soit. 


No. 13. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 32. Commercial,) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 7,1892, 

1 HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s despatch No. 21, 
Commercial, of the 24th ultimo, respecting the commercial negotiations in progress 
between Her Majesty’s Government and the Porto. 

I approve your proceedings on the points adverted to in that despatch, and I 
have to request that you will hold language to the effect that the fact that the 
provisions of a Treaty between Turkey and a foreign Power cannot be applied to 
Great Britain without the assent of Her Majesty’s Government docs not admit of 
doubt. You should likewise lake notice of Said Pasha’s statement to Mr. Block 
that the Treaty of 1890 between Germany and Turkey will only be put in force ns 
regards German subjects, a decision which recognizes the contention of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

1 have further to request that your Excellency will co-operate in this matter 
with your Austrian colleague, and w ith any other foreign Representatives with 
whom you may think it useful to act in the matter. 

I shall also be glad if you will report to me as exactly ns you can the prosent 
position of the commercial negotiations between the Porte and different foreign 
countries. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. 14 

The Marquis of Salisbury lo Coital Dcym. 

M. l’Ambassatleur, Foreign Office, April 7,1892. 

I HAVE now the honour to inform your Excellency, with reference to the com¬ 
munication which you were good enough to make to me on the 25th ultimo 
respecting the commercial relations between Turkey and different Powers, that Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople understands that the German Commercial 
Treaty of 1890, if it is put into force now, will only be applied to German 
subjects. 

I have further the honour to acquaint your Excellency that I have requested 
Sir Clare Ford to co-operate with the Austro-IIungarian Ambassador on the subject 
of the commercial questions now in discussion with the Porte. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed). SALISBURY. 


No. 15. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 10.) 

(No. 28. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, March 31,1892. 

J Wl'i'II reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 110, Commercial, of the 
19th December last, approving the terms of a note which had been addressed lo 
Said Pasha on the 3rd December by the late Ambassador Sir William White, 1 
have the honour to inclose herewith copy of a note which was sent in reply by the 
Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs respecting the publication of an unacceptable 
“Rftglement Douanier.” I have likewise the honour to inclose copy of certain 
remarks that have been made by our Delegate Mr. Wrench, to whom this note was 
referred. 

Your Lordship will observe that Mr. Wrench questions whether advantage 
should not be taken of the present occasion to settle once for all the exact manner 
in which the “ Rftglemcnt” Ottoman is to be amended to suit the retiuiremenls_of 
British commerce, as promised in the Declaration which was signed on the 17th 
February, 1891, by the British and Ottoman Delegates, and inclosed to your 
Lordship in Sir William White’s despatch No. 21, Commercial, of the 20th Fobruary, 
1891 (p. 20, Print, 1891). , 

With reference to Sir William White’s Memorandum to the Grand \ r/.tcr of 
July hist, alluded to by Mr. Wrench, I beg lo call your Lordship’s attention to the 
fact that a similar though somewhat modified communication was made by the 
late Ambassador to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 24th September last, 
copy of which I had the honour to inclose in my despatch No. 21, Commercial, or 
the 24th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 15. 

Said Pasha to Mr. Fane. 

M. le Charge d’Affairos, Sublime Porte, le 23 Junvier, 1892. 

.1’ VI cu l’honneur tic rcecvoir la note tie I’Ambassatlo tie Sa Majcste Britannique 
en date tin 3 Decembre, 1891, au sujet do la promulgation du nouveau Hftglement 

Douanicrj ^ est const;lt y. ,| ai)s ] a ,|i tc note, ce Rftgloment est dcatind ft rdglor le 
fonctionnoment d’unc Administration Ottomanc. II constituo par consequent une 
mesure d’ordre intdricur, laquolle cependant no pourra pas tStro appliques aux 
sujets et au commerce Britanniqucs d’uno mahiftre contraire aux Traitea existants, 
• No. IS. 









ni an Traits de Commerce uctucllcment en cours de mSgociation avee lo Gouverno- 
went de Sa Majestu la Rcine. 

L’accord qui s’est ctabli a cct egard entre les D616gu<js des deux Gouverncments 
et notamment l’tfehange de la Declaration y afl'erente ct la note du Ministdre 
Imperial cn date du 14 Fcvrier, 1891, qui l’aecompagnait, exeluent naturellcmcnt 
toutc nouvellc discussion i\ ce sujet. Taut que la Sublime Porte nc sVScartcra pas 
de cct accord, die so croit fondle A conserver sa liberty d’action cn malilre de 
rlglementntion intlrieure, les dispositions con tenues dans la elite Declaration 
constituant des garanties plus quo suffisantes pour le Gouvcrncmcnt de Sa Majcstl 
Britanniquc contre une violation do ses droits. 

Ces garanties par losqucllcs la Sublime Porte veut prouver une fois de plus 
son respect pour ses engagements internationaux me paraissent de nature 
rassurer plcincnicnt le Gouvcrnement de Sa Majestl la Heine, je viens vous prier de 
vouloir bicn engager les Delegues Britanniques i\ reprendre au plus Hit lours 
reunions avee Ictus colllgucs Ottomans pour la discussion des Articles relatifs aux 
questions douani&res ainsi que des autres Articles du Traits rcstes cn suspens. 

, Agrlez, &c. 

(Sigul) SAID. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 15. 

Consul Wrench to Mr. Fane. 

Sir* Constantinople , February 8, 1892. 

1 HAVE hail the honour-to receive your despatch of the 25th ultimo (with two 
inclosures herein ret urned) asking for my remarks on a note from Said Pasha of the 
23rd January respecting the recent publication of a “ R&glcment Douanier” in the 
Turkish press. 

The “Rlglenicnl ” thus promulgated appears to be the one of which a copy 
was supplied to Her Majesty’s Embassy by Mr. Law and myself in our despatch of 
the 14th July, 1890. But some important modifications of clauses of this “ Hdglc- 
ment” have already been conceded to us in our negotiations with the Ottoman 
Delegates, notably by the signing by those Delegates of our Articles Nos. 21 and 
22 ol the new Treaty and of the Declaration concerning the parcels post. Beyond 
this Mr. Law arid 1 have been in unoflicial communication with the Vice-Director of 
Customs, in the course of which he himself, to meet our views, proposed various 
changes in the original Ottoman “ Rlglcmcnt." 

Said Pasha now addresses a note to the Embassy, which appears to contain 
very distinct assurances that the Porte will respect the engagements it entered into 
with Her Majesty’s late Ambassador by the note of the 14th February, 1891, and by 
the Declaration signed on the 17th of the same month by the British and Ottoman 
Delegates. 

M’<* have thus some grounds for assuming that the Porte did not, in publishing 
the “Rlglenicnt,” contemplate enforcing it upon British commerce, nor upon the 
commerce of foreign Powers who would claim most-favourcd-nalion treatment. 

The position, then, taken up by the Porte is an extraordinary one. On the one 
hand not only do they admit that they are prepared to modify the Ottoman 
“ Regie merit 11 at our suggestion, as they have bound themselves to do by the 
Declaration mentioned above, but they actually have modified it, as 1 have shown in 
the second paragraph to this despatch ; nevertheless, they publish it in its original 
form, and Said Pasha, in his note, speaks of the right of the Porte to be free— 
naturally from foreign dictation—in a matter of internal administration. 

The question thus arises whether the promulgated “ lt6glement” should he 
looked upon by us as a “ mesure d’ordro mterieur,” affecting Ottoman subjects 
only, or whether, considering the very stringent tone of Sir William White’s note 
ol the 3rd December, advantage should he taken of the present occasion to settle 
once lor all the exact manner in which the “Reglcmcnt Ottoman” is to be amended 
to suit the requirements of British commerce and by virtue of the aforesaid 
Declaration. 

Should the first alternative meet with approval, a notification from the Embassy 
to the Porte in the sense above indicated might be deemed sufficient; or should the 
second plan be thought worthy of consideration, it will not be out of place to state 
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that the Russian Delegate has made no progress in his efforts to amend the original 
° U °The Russian" 1 Kmbassy possesses a Declaration and note fromi the Porte similar 

Of Customs he received a written refusal from the Director-General of Customs t 
Cel ^°So'serious'^lid*^is^il tunatum appear to M. TimiriaselT that he replied that, 

concilltory Customs authorities prepared to accept some of the modificatons^ 
the Ottoman “Riglcrhent” that are claimed by us in the amended copy «huh we 
^iociatipn with M. TimiriaselT, and subsequently communicated lo the 
,. rcv . F p toms l!ut also it must he remembered, that we will require 

SliS 

—h!r?l U ^ d ^ e ^ =y rinvite the 

question of the « ^lament 
Douanier '‘was only oimof the questions in dispute at the time of the suspension of 

'2ll23t-S--S5H|g 

^3S®S«eSsiiSaS 

Pasl r' ,mte was addressed by the Embassy to the Porto at the end of 

bt ' C,, lt r ?s’ i l C vcntni'e°t^romacb^clcar'fi’oni'sb^Wiinam White’s dcsjiatches that he 

cleare<1 "P 1 I hnvo, &e. 

(Signed) WILLIAM II. WRENCH. 


No. 10. 

Sir Clare Ford lo the Morquio of Salisbury— (Received April 16.) 

(No. 81. Commercial.) Constantinople, April 0,1892. 

s 

ssawss-Vs* KSi‘«ar358.. . 
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for your Lorjlsltip’s consideration^ whether it would not be desirable to endeavour 
to obtain combined action on the part of the negotiating Powers with a view of 
warning the Porte of the serious political estrangement which would inevitably 
arise if it continued to pursue its present line ol action. In the event ot your 
Lordship approving this suggestion, 1 venture to submit that any proposals for such 
concerted action would best be made by your Lordship to the Powers direct. 

1 would respectfully request that, for facility of reference, 1 may bo furnished 
with printed copies of'the inclosures in Mr. Wrench’s despatch which I have the 
honour to forward herewith in draft form. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 10. 

Consul Wrench to Sir Clare Ford. 

gjp Constantinople, April 1,1892. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s despatch of the 9th 
ultimo, together with its inclosure herein returned. 

In order to facilitate your Excellency’s appreciation of the present position of 
the negotiations for a new Commercial Treaty with the Porte, and to assist your 
decision as to the instructions to bo requested, I have prepared a separate 
Memorandum on each of the points that now remain in suspense, and 1 have added 
the expression of my own opinion as to whether further instructions are or arc not 

I have the honour to transmit these Memoranda—thirteen in number, it has 
been my endeavour to make each one as self-contained and concise as possible, and 
to facilitate reference, marginal notes arc made, giving the pages of the Foreign Office 
Confidential Print 1890 (6078), and 1891 (615S), upon which will be found the 
correspondence relating to the subjects treated. 

Your Excellency will perceive that in so far as I am able to judge, present 
instructions from Her Majesty’s Government arc considered neccssarv only with 
regard to Article 16 (Memorandum No. 6), and possibly also lor Articles 21 to 25, 
and the " Reglement Dounnicr” (Memorandum No. 9). 

I should here say that although 1 have drawn up Memoranda explanatory of 
the following Articles: Article 26, the application to Egypt and Bulgaria of the 
new Treaty and Tariff (Memorandum No. 10); Article 27, the Ancient Treaties 
(Memorandum No. 11), and Cyprus (Memorandum No. 12 ); I have ventured on no 
opinion as to instructions on these questions, which were reserved by Sir \Y. White 
for treatment by himself. Your Excellency having desired me to offer further 
observations upon subjects connected with these negotiations, I beg lcavo to submit 
the following remarks. 

It may be stated without fear of contradiction, that in making a new Treaty 
with the European Powers, the Porte, not content with having secured purely 
commercial advantages, that is to say, with the increase of revenue to be derived 
from the higher taxation of merchandise under the new Tariff, is striving to obtain 
in the Treaty political advantages by undermining the rights conferred on foreigners 
by the Capitulations and by custom. 

To this sole cause may be attributed the delay in concluding a Treaty with any 
other Power than Germany in negotiations that have dragged on since 1886. But 
the Porte maintains that the delay in question is caused by the Powers, attempting 
to interfere in matters of internal organisation, and there is no doubt a great desire 
in Ottoman circles of forcing on a solution to the present deadlock. Having in 
hand their Treaty with Germany, the question of what use could be made of it has 
naturally arisen. 

We have seen the German “ Itiglcincnt Douanior” published in the Turkish 
press: with what object this was done we arc lelt to guess. W’c know that the idea 
existed, perhaps exists still, of putting in force a portion of the German Treaty, 
probably in the hope of thereby introducing the thin end of the wedge. We also know 
that the application of the German Tariff to imports of all nations has been long 
ago talked of at the Customs Department ; but the idea was then found to be 
impracticable owing to the non-completion of the bonded warehouses and for other 
considerations having no connection with European interests. 
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As time goes on the danger or having the German Trcaty, Tariff, or “ RAglcnient 
Douanicr,” in some form or other, thrust upon us, increases, unless in the meantime 
Treaties are concluded with some of the negotiating 1 owers. 

* But before these Treaties can be concluded, the Porte must be made to under- 
stand that the dcluv that has occurred is due to her action, and that her pretensi >i s 
to encroach on the’rights of foreigners have no place in a Commercial I rcaty. 

Whether combined action to the end on the part of the negotiating 1. owers is 
nossible or even advisable is a question for the consideration of your Excellency. 

The interests or these Powers are equally promoted by an endeavour to reduce 
the Porte’s pensions' and equally threatened by the arm the German Treaty 

“ ft0 ‘A S s matters stand the Powers are the stationary target for the Porte’s bolts. 
England, Austria, and Russia have suspended their negotiations sme die, and 
there seems to be a general opinion among them that it is ol no use to resume them 
untuSe noncommercial questions are decided. Franco having only now begun 
negotiations lias not reached these questions, and Italy without solving them, is 
not and again engaged in discussions which since last May have produced but one 

short Article. lhavc,&c. _ 

(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 16. 

Article 2 of Treaty (signed ad referendum). 

THE British Delegates wish to introduce certain changes into this Article as 

8 lgn Ti,o following is a copy or their new draft, with the proposed changes under- 
lined.* 

“ I,es sujets de chacune des deux Hautcs Parties Contractantesou lcursayanls 
cause pour, out achetcr dans toutes les parties do torntoire Ac 1 autre, 
vcuillent cn faire le commerce it l’intirieur, so.t qu’.ls se proposent dc les expo, ter, 

“Sit 

,1„ p.,Mi lc Partlo inimdc intement ct sans formalites it tous its privilege , 
b5nefices C ittoulc reduction de droits, ainsi qu’il toutes autres exemptions qu elle a 
accorcUSos ouqu’elle accordcrait par la suite'aux nationaux les plus fuvons6s et at.x 

8U ^ e 'n jl° C st "toutefoisfpicn ^ciitcndu que pour tout ee qui concerns I’cxereice du 

mm 

• Italic iu print. 










dans les Articles IS (XVI) ct 19 (XVII) de ce Traitd, sera considdrd com me une 
infraction la presente Convention, et que les sujets dc I’une ou dc l’autre des 
Ilaiiles Parties Contractantes qui pourront dOmcnt ct ldgaloment prouver avoir subi 
les prejudices ou pertes par suite dc tcls obstacles ou oppositions rcccvront pleine 
justice, sauf dans le cas ofl la prohibition (’exportation sera rcnduc ndeessaire par 
des raisons locales impdrieuses ou que la prohibition Pcxportation ou au transit de 
mnrehandises non comprises dans les Articles 18 (XVI) et 19 (XVII) du present 
Traitd serait dietde par des exigences sanitaires ou yetdrinaircs ou dans 1c but 
d’empechcr dans l’intdrftt dc l’agriculture la propagation d’iuscctcs ou d’organismes 
liuisibles. Toutefois,chaque prohibition sera prdcddde d’un Avis olliciel public dans 
les journaux, portant it la connaissance du public la durde et les conditions y 
relatives.” 

The Ottoman Delegates, while offering no objections to the proposed altera¬ 
tions, seized with avidity the opportunity offered by their proposal to ask for the 
omission of the words “les plus favorisds” after the word “nationaux” in the 
second and third paragraphs, to this they attach great importance. The words 
objected to by the Porte do not appear in the corresponding Articles which have 
been signed by the Austrian, Italian, and Russian Delegates. 

No instructions arc required with respect to Article 2. The Marquis of 
Salisbury’s despatch or the 29th April, 1891, contains the views of Her Majesty’s 
Government, and the British Delegates have requested their Ottoman colleagues to 
present a declaration in the sense of these instructions. 

Inclosurc 8 in No. 1G. 

Article 8 of Treaty (not signed). 

'i'llI', final consideration of this Article has been postponed until the other 
negotiating Powers shall have come to an agreement with the Porte upon the 
question of “surtaxes.” 

The German Treaty concedes the right to the Porte of levying “surtaxes” 
upon “ les vins, les spiritueux, les papiers & cigarettes, le sucre, le cafd, la farine, 
les animaux, les combustibles, les cartes a joucr, les fruits, et les Pigumes. Russia 
lias obtained in a signed Article the omission of “la farine” and “ les animaux.” 
Austria has obtained the omission, in the proces-verlml of the 4th April, 1891, of 
“ papiers i\ cigarettes” and “cartes i\ joucr,” but still demands the exemption of 
“sucre.” Italy demands the omission of “vins” and “fruits ct legumes.” We 
have obtained a verbal promise that coal and coke will be exempted. 

The question of municipal taxes and octroi duties will have to be considered 
in detail when this Article is again discussed. In the meantime, it may be 
remarked that Russia has frankly admitted the right of the Porte to lew 
municipal taxes in an Article corresponding in some respects to our Article 2, anil 
which is as follows:— 

“ En tout ce qui conccrnc le droit dc tenir magasins ou dtablisscments de 
commerce, l’exercicc du commerce, de I’industrie, ct des metiers, les marques de 
fabrique et de commerce, les brevets d’invention, l’entrcposagc des marchandises, les 
primes et facilitds riounnidres, les sujets decimcuuc des Hnutcs Parties Contaetantes 
seront trails dans les fitats ct possessions dc l’autrc sur le mGme pied et pnicront 
a cet eHet les monies taxes ct droits que les nationaux ct les dtrangers de la nation 
la plus favorisde. En Turquie ces taxes et droits seront dument et ldgalemcnt 
imposes par les au tori Ids locales et immici pales, conformdmcnt tiux Rdglcmcnts 
nrrdtcs par le Gouvorucment Imperial Ottoman et promulguds au moins trois mois 
avant leur miso en vigueur.” 

No further instructions arc necessary with regard to Article 3 for the present, 
but may become so when octroi duties are discussed. The Porto has not satis¬ 
factorily replied to Sir W. White’s note on this subject, dated the 24th September, 
ib9i. 
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Inclosurc 4 in No. 10. 

Declaration concerning Article 9 of Treaty (signed ad referendum). 

THE British i"' dues’^ihe bSg of 

the summer of last yenv although to^algJ at thc Custom-house 
British Delegates, had long l . rcsum ed when the Articles (21 to 2o) 

The discussion of (his question _ „ uft „ lcmc nt Dounnicr” are again taken 

kneeling the”“ Moment Douanier as well as 

‘Required at the pres ent stage of the discussion. 


Inclosnre 5 in No. 16. 

Article C of Treaty (signed ad referendum). 

INSTRUCTIONS have been this ArtS in order to 

necessitate an alteration in the ‘.mm. 'right, customs immunity lor Her 

2 -W** f ° rthiKC temporar,,y 

in instructions arc required. 


Inclosure 0 in Xo. 10. 

Article U of Treaty (signed ad referendum). 

Junc « ST — |n y 

“isr*..—- & gg-» 


[625J 
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Inclosurc 7 in No. 1G. 

Article 1G of Treaty (signed ad referendum). 

BEFORE considering the present position of this Article, it would be well to 
look back on the history of the coasting trade in the Ottoman Empire, for it was 
the difficulties disclosed by this history that suggested a new departure. 

The British Delegates were aware that the coasting trade in steamers was 
originated and developed under the British flag, they were also aware of the 
discussions regarding the right of British subjects to participate in the trade which, 
during the first forty years, had constantly arisen between Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment and the Porto. It appeared to them that, notwithstanding the repeated 
assertion of our right, made by successive Ambassadors.^ and supported by the 
Foreign Office, the practical result of almost every discussion was that the Porte 
carried its point at the expense of the British boats concerned. 

In 1803 the British tug-boats had to retire from the Bosphorus before the 
“ privilege exclusif” granted to the “ Shcrket-i-Kha'irio.” lhe tugs were never, as 
far as the Delegates could ascertain, indemnified for the loss of the trade. In I860 
similar boats had to withdraw from Kadikcui. In 1872 they were practically driven 
from Maltdpd, Cartal, and Pcnclik.* About 1*80 the English Company that worked 
the Maider-Pasha-Ismidt Railway was prevented from conveying passengers from 
Constantinople to the I laidcr-Pasha terminus of their line by a boat built in 
England for this purpose. In 1885 a long and exhaustive discussion ended by 
Yahyah Pasha carrying out his “ privilege exclusif” in the port of Smyrna, and, 
according to information received by the Delegates, in the Gulf of Smyrna also. In 
1889 the British screw-steamer “ Euxine,” built in England expressly for the trade 
between Constantinople and Bartin, a port a few miles from the mouth of a river of 
the same name in the Black Sea, was forced to discontinue her voyages, which have 
not since been resumed ; and in 1890 the same vessel was prevented from landing 
sheep, shipped at Panderma, at a landing-stage she had hired lor the purpose at 
Constantinople, anti was thus forced to land them in lighters, the loss and expense 
of which put an end to the traffic. 

Difficulties had also occurred in more open waters, notably at Metylenc and 
Tenedos, but in these cases the British boats eventually won the day. 

Finally, the British Delegates were acquainted with the unsatisfactory condition 
of the few remaining British tug-coasters in the neighbourhood or the capital, as 
given in Memoranda of April 1882 and March 1891. 

The position taken up by Her Majesty’s Government in the oft-recurring dis¬ 
cussions with the Porte is based on the Capitulations, more modern Treaties, and 
usage. This position has been often explained, and needs no further development 
here. But it might be well to condense in a brief paragraph the arguments of the 

Porto- ..... 

The Ottoman Government has long since sought to make a distinction between 
the “grand cabotage”—our right to participate in which is not chllaenged—and 
the “ petit cabotage,” from which if; strives to oust us and all foreigners. The 
“grand cabotage,” says the Porte, consists in the landing and embarking of goods 
and passengers in ports in the Marmora, Dardanelles, and other internal waters of 
Turkey, by sea-going vessels which leave an Ottoman and arc bound to a foreign 
port, or which, coming from a foreign port, have a port of discharge in the Ottoman 
Empire. The right to engage in the “grand cabotage” is enjoyed by the French 
“Messageries,” by the Austrian “Lloyd’s,” and, in fact, by vessels under any 
foreign flag. . 

The Porte maintains that it is this right that is referred to m the modern 
Treaties quoted by Her Majesty’s Government in its various discussions with the 
Porte. But, argues the Turkish Government, tho “petit cabotage” is quite a 
different thing. It consists in conveying goods and passengers by a service carried 
on by small boats, that never visit a foreign port, between one port and another in 
the waters, and especially in the territorial waters, oi Turkey. It is one thing for a 
French steamer bound to Marseilles to call at llndosto in the Marmora for a part 
cargo of wine, or at Ghemlck or Panderma for chrome or borax when cargo offers, 
and then to take passengers to and from those ports. Or again, for a British 
steamer bringing railway iron to lsmidt to convey to Constantinople from Ismidt 
any goods or passengers that may tiller. But it is quite a different matter for small 
boats, which being under foreign flag, cannot be boarded by Turkish officials, to 
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1 - 5 - %rz£ Sims 

can only bn carried on by specialI permi^on f,cm ln authorities. T ie 

subject Vthe Regulations or its Police, r t0 ,, ieIve the 

Porte further argues that * ’"S t l\ wotere the national flag, 

coasting trade in the gulfs, s . , Porte It appeared to the British 

Such is briefly the future controversies ending to the 

Delegates that there was little « « W|« 1 1 a ny mo re than they bad in the 
material advantage of the 5? “ aS become eaeli year more completely 

first. On the one hand the 1 urkisli U I . nunl p e r of their boats, of the 

masters of the situation, by <rca«m of the ()f the crcct i 0 n at these ports 

establishment ol regular lines to thud u M foreigners, and of the increased 

of landing-stages of which they forl, ,V‘ LutlVorities ocnt.al and provincial. Their 
protection they now todS as time goes 'on. On £ 

pretensions, consequently, ara not bKWw oim succcc ding year less able to 

thTr.encouragement for new boats to take the 

nlaco or the old ones. , . ,, i» r i t ish Delegates that if they 

Under all these circumstances 1 “ u defining anew and for 

could frame an Article offish aubjecU with regard to coasting 

diVCrge °" 

Tt^sinthiss^'rit that Article 16,with its two Annexes, was drawn up,revised, 

»"<> "are been made with regard to the Article and ,1s 

Annexes ^ ()f the indemnity to ta C ° a,tiP « **** 

tions will have to l 10 . f Um^lanMra has been abandoned. 

«>*- 

b5 ^ToThe'se observations the and consequently with 

1. Both the Annexes to Article16 ar P Majesty’s Embassy and the 
regard to each, written communication between^ ^ ^ case payment of 
P“ lte ha" to’be seemed, in the other a formal note with respect to 

Messrs. Lynch’s Company has to be obtained. , , b stcamc rs, towing as an 

o Since European sailing-vessels bate beti cpmce > jt ^ . |mleet , 0 „ tll|s 

exclusive employ,,lent for tug-boats has ceased 1 ^’ u , ian a nd Greek sailers, 

account that tugs first took to the COM ,V'' g ‘ time is an object and tho wind « 
and many small native craft, still req' ■ ( Straits, but never in the Marmora. 

contrary, to be towed ngamst th^ tow i„ the Bosphorus, some- 

The English boats (those to bo bou P) ° , tl tugs, maintained by 

times coast in the Mmnmrn In 1Da io „ arises, and they have in 

Mr Grech for salvage operations, t°w vn salvage, and ns ono of them 

other work, but us those boats gam iandsome j y a b sufficient induce- 

- fl “ ks "'-'' 1|0 ‘"' 5 s ” 

, mi !» 

.»>««• i"»“ w », srtr&s - £«-.■ *» 
tuSdUXW&'S..“ 







extent or territorial water, the “cl cmlcra” will apply to gulfs 0 miles or less in 

VVi ‘ k WhlM»nt C venturin- to approach so delicate a question as the extent of territorial 

X ; !j^arsg«gaa: 

Whether^the Porte ^ d be btnghl'.o acce'pt any modification favourable to 

as demanded by Sir William White, will, as a consequence, be omitted m this 

Article »'“• Delegates, at the commencement of the negotiations,requested 

toeSe appear to be oWected to by the Power most concerned. I he request 

“PF "• a «W Hlii.il it ; ,i'i'ilil li".:. 11-i.. ' I ■ IV 

rcgaixling°the coaatmgTrad^ arc the Russian. The following is an extract from 
their Article:— 

“ be commerce do cabotage ninsi quo toutes les opd-rations do sauvetage ct le 
service ties remorquenrs pom- I'amarragc et le ddmarrage des bat,meats dans les 
unrig continurroiu a s’dlectuer librement ct sans entraves par les balimepte Russes 
linns’toutes les enux de 1’Emplre Ottoman pendant la durc-e du prdsent Traitd. 
Toutefois la Sublime Porte reserve an pavilion Ottoman le droit de cabbage dans 
In Mn-de Marmora dans les Dctroits des Dardanelles, et de la Met Noire ct tlans 
es taU territoriales renfmudes, telle que le Golfe de Smyrnc &c. « 

£Sss« 

susmentionndes ji se 

one les ports ct villcs qni so trouvent ii vine distance ncxcddnnt pas Iff huom. dc la 
erimrmdconsider*,’comma ports tie mcr ouverts A la 

a,a entend11 nu’en ce on concornc le commerce tic cabotage, soil cn genual, 
sol tel md I es in i par le prdsent Article, tout privilege ct foc.l.ld q»-cst on tjm 
se ait nil la suite acctuald nui Me, aux bailments, tm i, la navigation d’uno an e 
Puissance, strait iimnediaiomcnt et, sans conditions accordc mix sujets, 
bailments,’ et A la navigation Russo.” 

In order to make the position clear, it is only now necessary to remark that 
Article Til cives on no right enjoyed hv Austria and l-’rance, It has been shown 
It - She line Steamers under the 'ling tif tlicso and other Powers, including Great 
rl n a engigcd h, what the Porto terms .lie “ grand cabotage;” tins privilege 
, b"leenred ftir our flag by paragraph 3 of our Article. Paragraph 1 of the 
Article indeed secures more than this. It provides for such.VOTOges «» «e inotv 
carried on by Hell’s Asia Minor Steam-ship Company, which starting Horn royrn 
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call at Chios, Varthi, Carlovassi, Chuluk, and Alexandria; 

Kalan ak ckstelrosso, Adalia, Apamour Sdrflw, Mersi t , wl , ich begin at 

z sss£?3K£ sxt t jra S-s s™? >* 

“I" 

enlace in the trade. . . c ii pr Maicstv’s Government is • . 

F IJ:s 

•in Article similar to the one signeu on j 

be starved S out, without indemnity s Porte appears now willing 

f»« tn obtain the* bc * f cr red, instructions will be neeess > 

ah ° ve n ’ cnU,,nci ’- 


Iuclosurn 8 ia No. 16. 

Article 17 of Treaty (not signed). 

'■ .«•..e;sg’^~a;r 

" «. am- ***~ 

quatve.” -- 


Inolosuro 0 in No. 1C. 

Article 18 of Treaty (rijned ad referendum). 

• i , ,i tj,,. Porto that his Government 
11KR Majesty's late Ambassador has; ^ Tra ite” in the sentence 

[ 525 ] 
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the words objected to appear in the concluding paragraphs of a Memorandum by 
the British Delegates dated the 5th March. , , . .1 

The Austriam have signed no Article regarding monopolies as they demand the 
freedom of “papiers A cigarettes,” which the Porte is not willuig to accord The 
Italians in their signed Article admit monopolies pendant la duprteeqt 

Traits " upon petroleum and “ papiers it cigarettes -and the lussmnncgesn 
their signed Article, while introducing the words pendant la durfe da pr&ent 
Traiti,” have obtained the omission of the words “sur 1c parole. , . 

No further instructions are necessary until the Porte shall have answered the 
late Ambassador’s note of the 2*lth September, 1891. 


Inclosurc 10 in No. 10. 

Article, 21, 22, 23 {signed ad referendum), U, 25 (presented), and Rhglment Daumier. 

THE stipulations of these Articles arc all-important, as regulating the status of 
vessels and 'nierehaudi/.c in connection with tile Customs department and as 
governing the detailed provisions of the “ Riglemcnt Dounnier. Ihe qnestions 
embraced* bv the Articles and Rigleracnt appear to be °$f t| "hDelegS 

he solution of which renewed negotiations on the part ol the British Delegates 

are Vu-it^slf‘Jlelcgates began the discussion of these questions with the intention 

of signin'” Treaty Articles which would secure full protection to British interests 
the Articles to he made more concise later on when their conditions would to agieat 
extent botransferred to an amended “Riglement.” Subsequently the British 
Delr'-atcs found themselves obliged to turn their attention to the Heglement, 
Sgj, s provisions to suit the signed Articles, and to meet th.» w„.he. of,the 
commercial community ns regarded those that were • „ . t 

advance could he made either with the Articles or with the hi th mto 

the endeavour of the Ottoman authorities to seeuic extended and hitherto 
unrecognized powers for their Customs Administration, until June or last year 
Treaty negotiations were suspended. 

Since then tiic situation lues somewhat changed. . , . .. , 

In the first place the Russian Delegates liavo signed their Articles elating to 
Customs formalities. They have secured some substantial s f J°™ h o® 

Porte notably with regard to custom-house guardians,and to the light ol scmchon 
board Thin <ir in warclnmses mid dwellings For contraband goods Under he first 
lie ul they have successfully rcsisited the demand of the I "He to place guaidnuis on 
board fb e g , si ips in Ottoman ports, and under the second they have agreed w 
their Turkish colleagues that the search in suspected ships or houses shall be 
conducted by the Russian authority at the request and with the assistance of the 

CUS *But the Russian Delegates have failed to come to an understanding with the 
Customs authorities as regards the “ lldgloraent niui.-mioi h 

In the second place the Porte lias puhhshcd in the lurkish local press too 
Ottoman “ Rfiglement Dounnier” as first drawn up. ac ‘ ,0 "‘p”ha on 

energetic protest from Sir William White, which was replied to by Saul 1 asha 

the2 h, r<l the an tl,“replace the amended « Riglemcnt,’’ compiled by the British and 
Russian Delegates, and communicated to the Vice-Director of Customs, no on^er 

William White in the summer of 1890, and repeatedly J “demanded. 

arC ^cTiMS^ctioM appea'r'oi'b^reqidi^nt^jracnt^n^ it be in connection with 
the views of the London Customs Department. 
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. .• ... e„„l Pasha’s note of the 23rd January above 

In correspondence vclatmg & ’j* 1 . * , g Gove rnmcnt might see fit t° su «l'" rt 

mentioned, it was suggested that iwmbcr 189 | bv demanding an expjana- 

Sir William White’s protestor1 [he Ottoman “ Rcglc.ncnt Dounnier’ should be 
tion of the exact manner ."Aybich the Uttom Qf commcrce . Hitherto the 

amended in order to suit the '«q ..."tion, slieltering themselves behind the 

Ottoman Delegates have ayo ^ w q ce-Dircctor has sheared himself behind 
l A European Delegates am, Customs authorlt.es 

might solve the difficulty. _ 


Inclosure 11 in No. 10. 

Article 26 of Treaty (not presented). 

THIS Article, which relates to the foTtreatmeirbyW.nself. 

Egypt and Bulgaria, was reserved 1 y S M 0 '« , ncnUonc( l the subject to which 

£rt - “ - «* 

the Ottoman <lraft ot the Article. It Articlcs tha t have since been signed 

s^SBSS^ »» ^ 

signed.^Troili"sora"sxdcutoiro dansga'Majestd^Bn^u'al^le^uUa'n'cn 

locales dans les limites des privileges conft f modifications seront pereus 1 
VarrSv4e*dljlesSel" *» marehandises expddiees d’figypte 

nlun !p k ^Qj(bniatt|toxt, wli^h was not considered 

:;;;"red”th^thcre *» -4“* t 

totL p,incipalty proper or to t 

R0UI B°ut a ihe principal difficulty fSJrt S‘hK‘ iXiUhal]« 

t^e°al>seneo^) a spcci a rc'oiipne r eial^CoaventiM|AHth^^iu gnr ,l ^ami^Eg^pt;^t jp rel ity 

ssrrfRt atr*s- w„» dm - - ,k “ 

rrom Which point ho considers the »» « mld here the late 
objectionable'; secondly, to the formula as regart!« ' .J^ t0 accept it rather 

Ambassador seems to have hough t t ,, av( l s other Powers. K 

^.rn,^ 

not thensce a way 

subject in February 1891, when be 
Should any Power conclude a Treaty with Turkey, and not come to terms for 







£ riff "it were lii/political motives ami with a view to support the oaltMPM 
.^Vink his vnLl. nutl to the material detriment of such vassal at the expense of 

th0 '^re'tinfs ttiS that the likelihood of such preference of the Turkish 

s £ s? wwsar- ss* 

,0lh Thc?et 1 no V S»cc in the correspondent? that Sir WilliamWhite «=vcr saw 
.. .1 .1 • n .it mF t]w. (lifficultv At one tunc he made a tentative suggestion 

tlntm stoiiiiff the Treaty a note should he addressed to the Porte with a rcserva- 
lion -is Unit" rights acquired by Bulgaria under the Treaty of Berlin, and by Egypt 
under the Sullak's Flynns, 1. t he was not sangui^ to thesueqe^of such a 
nn.i-c edimv Bv refusing to sign such an Article as the rorto proposes in out 
Treatv vuTcouhl not prevent any other Power from inserting the Article m theirs, 
•md Sir William While scents to have been at a loss to sec how Egypt and Bulgaria 
could be protected from unpleasant discussions arising between them and 1 oweis 
less "friendh’ to them than ourselves. Beyond the above remarks Sir Wi l.am 
White merely mentions that fortunately this Article is put oil to the end of the 
negoda lions,’ant? that lie proposes to treat the question himself with the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs._ 

Inclosure 12 in No. 16. 

Article 27 of Treaty ( presented only). 

THIS Article in our Treaty, if adopted in any form yet suggested would 
decide whether the modifications introduced by the new 1 rc f at >' ,™ t ime 

the ancient Treaties (Capitulations) are to have the effect of annulling foi all tune 
the Stipulations affected, or whether their effect is to he: Imi.te. 
stipulations only for the time during which the new I itaty will he ill luce, 
argument brcscrited bv the Porte is briefly ns toil lows. . . 

“dons Stipulations of the old Treaties have been from time to time more or 
less changed bv each successive Treaty concluded with a ioroign Power. The 
original stipulations are no longer adapted to the ago we live m, and to demand to 
return to them ill their entirety at a future dale is to ask an impossibility. 

Her Majesty's Government considers that each treaty modified the Capitula¬ 
tions for the time or its duration only, and in this sense an Article was t railed and 
presented to the Ottoman Delegates. They would not discuss it, but P ut 11 a 
counter-draft which Sir William White considered unsatisfactory, the counter- 
draft is on the lines of the XXIVth Article of the ratified Iurco-Gcrninn treaty, 
with that one exception no negotiating Power has yet hit upon wouling 

l< * L hi t'lic Russian negotiations, which of late liuve been the most actively pursued, 
the following draft was presented to the Ottoman Delegates:— 

<> Tons les droits, privileges, et iiiimuiiitis eonfonis par la Hussie et la 'l urqme 
rdciproqueine„t cn virtu tics stipulations des Tralles anlfincurs sont confirmee, A 
l’cxccption tics clauses quo 1c present Train- a pour objet do modifier pour le temps 
de sii durdc.” 

Exception was taken to the last six words, and the Hussian Special Delegate, 
being unable to solve tho difficulty, has (on the Mill -March) left Constantinople. 

T he Austrians propose to escape from the dilemma by proposing an Article 
which the Porte will accept, but by writing a note in which their views are placed 
upon record. Their proposed Article runs thus :— 


25 


« Article XXIV. Les droits “n' s * “^Xti« ties ancle,is Trades et 
et an commerce dc PAotrichc-llo. gr c: |mr les st pu mQ (25 Mai> 1747) et du 

par les seneds Gouvcrncmentaux du 15 Djomf 1 1 , sont pas ddrogfe ou 

I Rebi-el-Achir. 1188 (24 Fevnpr, 1784) <» ce gamier et restent, par 

modifies par lc Jjg^oeur tTisquA fine ente'nte qui serai? iHablie d'un common accord 

refodvemcn^aux'moihfiexttions qu'on jugera utile thy apporte. 

The draft of the note to be addressed by the Austrian Embassy to the Porte ,s 

“'"^io^^natuptMnr™ 

supposant quo laSubhmcPortn.no ^ e hors des anciens Trails, cn taut quo 

dcrogatoiro aux arrangements ' j. timl avcc fos stipulations du prdsont 

ces arrangements no sont pa» - , ( ^ ir con trc, t|uc l’Autriclie-Hongrie 

Trains. Le Sous»ign 6 est auto l Ute / > tion puissent 6 tre rev.slSs d un 
nc s’onposc pas A ce que les arrangements l |llt4r -' re i es modifications qu on 
coram un uce% pour rKneur de'prieT ?otre Excellence|e 

This Article being one of those Eorandum fo?S 

turning the difficulty. __ 


Inclosure 13 in No. 16. 

Cyprus. 

THE manner in which special provision is to bo made m mLi, 

? h 8 ° 0 r ro t? C e Ct Ma.?[..^o! n "ur O y p^posedadditiotial P^™^ “^^'at it 
of ^the Treaty? ^ Sir William White, in of*t£o inhabitants of Cyprus 

would appear to be most consonant to tl . ( . Government, that the 

and wouVl certainly be most of Cyprus should bo madein 

statu* otto should be preserved, amfrtlml n ^ t() lho fcolomal Office and the 
tho new Treaty. The correspondence . Cvprus is treated for customs 

late Ambassador was requested to re R°rt ru lb*of Constantinople, lhcre 

Durnoses in those parts of Turkey under the-Uwcctn ^ gir „ Bulwer, to 

?s no evidence in the P^^^'Vuu-msses the whole question m «■‘ l “^ 

whom the correspondence was sent, that Cyprus is treated by lwg 

due the 7th July, 1891. from which l appro; l as foreign countries. His 

1 -i >"• '« ■ »=“*• imi - 


Inolosuro 14 in Fo. 10- 
The Tariff (signed ad referendum), 

THERE is still one question regarding the Tariff which arose in the course of 
‘ hC that'each negotiathig Power shall annex to its Treaty the 

[525] 
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edition or the new Specific Tariff which was agreed^ by i^ts legates m con 

ars:s ttwsat .sr= 

, „„„„ of the iieulilicoliono io the toot, and hoM of the 

duties Which were secured, subsequent to its aceartttcq,by the 

S“5“:is,;s kttZAZ&tsxsttg 

the*Ported? toconclude a Treaty its Tariff would disappear, and Ujc modifications 
and reductions that appeared only m such 1 ariff would t0 “*' . d a ne „ 

The position would become very serious should Austria fail to conclude a 

Tl ' t ' a Thc VI \!!s[rian <! Tariff was the last that was signed; it contains ail concessions 
nvide to mv Power during the course or the Tariff negotiations, with the exception 
StlSSSub Russia in the matter o f flour anil> peg^Jjb , fhese 
reduced taxes being entered in the Austrian Tariff make of that lantt ttte 

Un,fi The British Delegates disputed the pretension ot'the Porte. 
the British Tariff wifs the fi,U signed in 1885, and that ™n»^ue<.ts do « 
„,„ rA f-ilpnlntet! on the then value of goods, which value hail been tailing suauuy 
a that il was on this account that many reductions m taxes were 
subsequently nutde to other Powers. That alterations in ft. *j£d 

r,:rh5;v:!:%sr;s^ v.L'i'srSnSTr.fiSS.,™ ,»■ ^ 

they existed in the Ottoman draft the classification and °“JS£{£," “fthev 

mifdc totSXlbcy explained, % ^X—siiins on wine and glm* they 

the annexation of the Unified Tariff to the British Treaty. . 

The question has not lately been mooted, for should tottitsip hci 1 >eaty 
for twenty-one years, or should any other Power sign one, the difficulty might be 
solved without further British intervention. .. 

Until this question is again raised no instructions are rcquirctl. 


No. 17. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury.— (Received April 16.) 

(No. 88. Commercial.) Constantinople, April 8, 1892. 

My I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a note 
I • i n received from Said Pasha, Minister for Foreign Affairs, in which lus 

Excellency*requests me to furnish the British Delegates with the necessary mstme- 
Rnns for resuming the Commercial Treaty negotiations. 

tions tor resura b tnlIlsm it herewith to your Lordship copy or my reply to 

Said LWin which 1 have drawn his Excellency's attention to the communication 
made to iihn by Sir William White on the 24th September last (see my despatch 
No "1 Commercial, of the 24th ultimo), and have stated that os b0 “" ”” ') (“y ' 
factoi v solution of the points therein enumerated has been arri ved at by the Sublime 
Porto , 3 lie. Majesty's 'Government hope to be able to comply with Said Pashas 

"' iSh Iwould at the same lime reepcctfully request your Lordship’s instructions us 
to whether advantage should not bo taken of the present occasion lor the dehnitit e 
amendment of the “ iUglcment Ottoman,” as suggested m my despatch No. . . 
Commercial, of the 31st ultimo. ^ ^ 

(Signed) ’ PR AN CIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 17. 

Said Pasha to Sir Clare Ford. 

. Sublime Porte, le 7 Avril. 1892. 

M. l’Ambassndeur, T.-aito do Commerce continuant a 

LES ndgociat.ons relatives au nou cau^^ Jc ma not c du 

resteren suspens, jai 1 honneui, m me ran . cl , vuu do mener A 

23 Janvier dernier.de dS*£ pays’ munir les Ddlegufis 

SKjW*MS?“JKS '»"■ “ 

■‘-ysfcTtt SBW*“f 

occasion, &c. (Signd) SAID. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 17. 

Sir Clare Ford to Said Pasha. 

Constantinople, April 8,1892. 

M. lc Ministre, , . . „r your Excellency s note 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the i pt m.y. gh 0( . lrgtttcs with the 
of the 7th instant, in which you ask me to furn »1 tl B Conimer ciid Treaty, 
necessary instructions for resuming the negotiations 

which have for some time remained in Mspense. xce iiencv’s attention to the contents 
In reply, I have the honour to draw your^ExMllency^ a. ^ , ast> and to 

5 »g&“<ffiS 22 K-»*? laSslSr*’*** 

— i- '«*» roar. 


No. 18. 

Board of Trade to Foreign Officc.-(Recciued April 16.) 

Board of Trade, London, April 14,1SJ-. 

Sir ’ r Sir T V Lister’s note of the 30th March, 1891, inclosing 

WITH reference to Sii T. V. Lister s not con . cs , )0 ndcncc on the subject 

copies of a draft new Ottoman Tariff, «nd to J ( an \ d irectc d by the Board 

of the proposed now Ang o-Turkish Commwgn ^ • tl , bo conveyed to this 

„f Trade to ask if any iA nation whuff ( y to the progress or the 

K'llegot^ “-Ilto thrifty or otherwise of the .Iraft Tarilf above 
referred to boing put into operation. x l ia vc, &e. 

(Signed) R, GIFFEN. 


No. 19. 

Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 

Foreign Office, April 21,1892. 

Sit - , AM directed by the Mar,,uis,of 

letter of the 14th '"^n 1 ™!«Me fo the OMflma ■ nc tialiona arc still proceeding 
for the information of the Board of ™ u|U | c r the new Tariff duties higher 
between the Porto and the l ewers; ni ^ l . j , it is „ 0 t desirable that Her 

to Lsten the application of the new 

(Signed 1 ) am ’ & JAMES W. LOWTHER. 
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No. 20. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 41. Commercial.) Office, May 9,1892. 

I T1AVF hid under mv consideration vour despatches Nos. 28, 31, and 33, 
ComLreial o'n!c 31st March and 5th and 8th ultimo, respectmg commercial 

negotiations with Turkey. proposed <• Reglcment Douanier,” and 

Government. Mr. Wrench should then report fully on the subject^ 

(Signed) SALISBU RY. 


No. 21. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury, -(Received June 4.) 

.. » -p Constantinople, June 3,1802. 

^ Iff WRENCH proposes to meet Ottoman Delegates soon, in accordance with 

in *«"* t0 

Articles 1C, 20, and 27 of proposed new 'lreaty. 


No. 22. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(.Received June 10.) 

(No. 63. Commercial,) Constantinople, June 4,1892. 

Treaty negotiations which are still in suspense. 

l ,oints - I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE EORD. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 22. 

Sir Clare Ford to Consul Wrench. 

Constantinople, June 1,1692. 

Slr ’ 1 HAVE received a despatch front 

SSg^^rtePor" S "n’t to attend, in order to ascertain more 
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evactlv the orcsent position or outstanding questions and how far the Ottoman 
Delegates arc now prepared to meet the representations which have been made on 

,h 'C5L B m“‘£r«"t"S«i • It” S* M P»h. .kiA ,l«r 

7^^ttrsarara»K= , a- , w= 

rRStrtfS^ 

bccn^ndcr d'scussmn between you. hi^ B ^, t the dc,ay which has occurred 

Government and the Porte on certa.n vital 

P<>,n If Artin Pasha desires it, you may explain to him those points in exto.ro as 
show" to pur Memorandum of the 1st April last, and you will take note of his 

observations. points hitherto unsolved arc now capable of 

feSSpS«&:-*! 

' viU will accompany you in case you require 

his services. j an Jjj 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 22. 

Consul IVrench to Sir Clare Ford. 

Constantinople, June 3,1892. 

^ I HAVE the honour to 

contained in your Excellency s <lespatcl o^>“to '• y ^ acc< , nlpll „icd ,„ c . 
bv appointment upon Artin Pasha at nm resicienci, ^ j a j ( | down in my 

Having informed Artin 1 P® 1 '* ."‘ iLt lhe dclay^vhieh has occurred in the 
instructions, I proceeded to show j® c Lsequence of the absence on 

negotiations lor a new Commercial > absented themselves until 

leave of the British Delegates; they, 1the Ottoman Delegates 
the negotiations had reached a (MM™ *» th °“g whici, I specified, and 
had not presented certain promised declaiati > cxten ded powers for their 

that they had also advanced pretensions to c^hcxtonoec ^ 

Customs Administration which Her ^ willingness that the late 

Art-,,. Pasha began by dwelling u length upon the 'V uiConstantinople, 
Sir W. White had shown, short y previous to la8t de P“m of Fore i g „ Affairs, 
to treat and settle all outstanding questions with the hltWCurn h 

Said Pasha. Of this fact, I observed, 1 hat P . f tl pitots in abeyance, 

Artin Pasha couhl not follow me in the cnumciationpi huh thnt , ' hou , d 

having lost sight oi them P° r |j’ c dros Ktfemli, and himself, to lie 

P Xg l'^would* mentiim^tlie "points insisted upon’by Her Majesty’s Embassy 
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in consequence of instructions from Her Majesty’s Government and would take note 

mmwMmrn. 

El*;,!' t.. the wanting tratlc, the petition of winch It etplained 

£l““.IU ,“£« 1 -oat Eanellennyi. inttrueti... - » ih. reply I «'* » 

(Signed) ‘ a ' C ’ WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 


No. 23. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir Clare Ford 

(No. 58. Commercial.) Fora j» Office, June 21,1802. 

S ‘ r ’ I HAVE had under my consideration your Excellency’s despatch No. 53, Com- 
■ «r the 4 th instant in which you ask for instructions with respect to three 
Of the Artie es « be inserted in the new Commercial Treaty with Turkey, 
f t Vh efe 10 Ch i c to the coasting trade, Article 20, application of the new 
TreiAy^Egyp^aiicl Bulgak, and Article 27, the hearing of the new Treaty on the 

Capitulations. tororm y our Excellency that an Article in regard to the 

coasting traile, similar to that wlich was signed ad referendum on the utli March, 
1891 may be accepted on the following; conditions. 

»- -- 

"*»? ofiK-tu“" vesseisin 3Sf Struts shall be settled in 

4. ' 5 maile by Mr. Consul Wrench in the Memorandum 

whic S h n forms Inclo^rl 7‘in your despatch No. 31, Commercial, of the 6th April 

last ' r That it shall be clearly explained and agreed that the phrase “ et cetera,’ 
That it si an oo ciL.my i i 8 01 only applies to territorial waters, 

IrTlfto'sav to waiters wit iVmiles from the cons., and, further, it only can be 
admitted* to^apply ttfbnya which do not exceed 10 miles across at their mouth. 
Smyrna being excepted .^^pc.ulant la dun, du pr&ent Traitd,” be 

sala^^agaasaa 

Mf *X 

gsasft css mb. »Wi >'»'■>. * -m "< " in >■"“ 

possession. be rememl , 8rcd , declines to recognise the application of 

Turkishi’ommereial Treaties to the Principality or to Eastern ltoumeba. 
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Under the circ. ^SffGStt ^ 

this Article from the Treaty; and 1 haie 1 

Mr. Wrench to this clfect. Maicstv’s Government, as your Excellency 

1 nstlv. as regards Article - Hu 1 1 > . the Capitulations revive 

“ ‘ l f:,r' 0 rorT n ou th the ti exp e irf of "any Vilty, i.y which for the time being t ieir 

stipu ^'m^:i— ^ •#«■* an y 

of HerM * 8lys 

Government on this important question. i a m, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. at. 

Sir Clare Ford lo the Marquis of Salisbury-Reived June 24.) 

(No. 65. Commercial.) Constantinople, June 20, l® 92 - 

My Continuation of my despatch"whSi I have 


Iuclosure 1 in No. 24. 

Consul Wrench to Sir Clare Ford. 

Constantinople, June 15,1892. 

Sir ’ continuation of my 

t^r^^WSSt^nt 1 met Art, 1 ’asha and Bedro 
Vffendi at the residence ol the latter. the points in our diatt 

rSassifS =sss«k i“■» - ““ - 

si lowing the present position of each 9“^'°^ n)ake it evident to your Excellency 

^ ° r iicr Mi,jcsLys 

Government on two points only. . .< pendant la duriSe du pr&ent 

^ y ami"t.^S to aunex^to our' Treaty the Unified Tan,, preceded, 

Ottoman Delegates undertake to draft ai coi t P j 3atisf t he demands o tier 
railwav rates, which proposal they tons u .. ancient Treaties, they 

Maicsty’s Government, and with regard to ^ revival of such clauses nl the 
propose that the question of ^'“^Trcaty should be left as it now stands ... 
Capitulations as are modified by the new l Y attempt to prejudge it. t 

dispute between the Porte and the!Po wem, wjtniraj. tQ Mek a ^lotion of this 
will be according to tlioir present ■ 1 ' ° f practical importance, that 

S^rr JTt-S approaches its cone,Lon , twenty-one years 

timc ’y ml ’ r Excellency will further remark that certain documents (mentioned below 
in brackets) arc promised by the Ottoman Delegates. 
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In the absence of these documents no further progress can be made with 
Articles 2 (declaratory), 17 (counter-proposals), 21 to 25 (the Tariffs of porterage, 
&c.), 27 (the understanding with Russia), and finally they show no signs of 
modifying their attitude on the questions in suspense respecting Article 3 on the 
question of octroi, and Article 11 regarding port and other dues being fixed “d’un 
common accord ” between the two Governments. 

There are two questions concerning Treaty Articles upon which I did not 
touch, viz., Article 10, to secure customs immunity for Her Majesty’s ship “Comet” 
and other vessels of war, independent of international right, and Article 16, 
“ cabotage.” 

I did not mention the former of these questions, as 1 was not prepared with a 
paragraph that had received the approval of your Excellency, and I omitted any 
mention of the Coasting Trade Act in consequence of having no instructions as to 
the views of Her Majesty’s Government upon the questions submitted in Inclosure 7 
to your Excellency's despatch No. 31, Commercial, of the (>th April last. 

I did not in my interview allude to the “ R£glcment Douanicr,” for I kne\v that 
the Ottoman Delegates would give no satisfactory answer to any demand I might 
make with regard to the changes to be introduced into the “ Rdglcmcnt ” to suit 
British interests, and also because this question had been submitted to Her 
Majesty’s Government in your Excellency’s Commercial despatch of the 3lst March 
last. 

The Ottoman Delegates inquired whether I had any instructions regarding 
Article 20 relating to application of new Treaty and Tariff to Egypt and Bulgaria, 
and upon my replying that I had not, they begged me to request your Excellency’s 
immediate attention to this Article, and remarked that they had now signed it with 
all the other Powers, some of whom had granted more than they asked. This was 
an evident allusion to the Russian Article, a copy of which appears in Inclosuro 
No. 11 in your Excellency’s despatch of the 6th April above alluded to. 

In conclusion, the Ottoman Delegates inquired when I would again meet them, 
to which I replied that, before a further meeting could be of use, I should require 
to submit to your Excellency the different documents with which they had promised 
to provide me. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 21. 

Memorandum on points in new Treaty discussed at Meeting between Consul Wrench and 
Ottoman Delegates. 

ARTICLE 2.—I informed the Turkish Delegates that Her Majesty’s Government 
could not agree to their demand that the words “ les plus favoris<5s ” should be 
struck out after the word “nationaux” in first and second paragraphs; and 
reminded them that they had promised a declaration on the subject. They repeated 
arguments used before, and reported upon by Mr. Law and mvself to the effect, 
that if these words were maintained it would be impossible for the Government to 
give in future to any native Company, or to any individual Turkish subject, any 
special privilege without exposing the Porte to a demand that a similar privilege 
should be extended to any subjects of a foreign Power possessing most-favoured¬ 
nation treatment. It would be tantamount to accepting humiliating conditions with 
regard to railways, gasworks, tramways, and other works of public utility, as well 
as to privileges with regard to the establishment of factories. They continued 
that ii we would consent to the objectionable words being removed, they would 
give a declaration which would, they were convinced, satisfy Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, that it would be only in exceptional cases that such exclusive privileges 
would be granted, and that British subjects would in all other matters enjoy the 
equal treatment with Ottoman subjects in general. 1 replied that 1 would submit 
their declaration to your Excellency, when received. 

Article 3.—I stated that Her Majesty’s Government desired that this Article, as 
far as it regarded “surtaxes,” should be settled with tin.' other negotiating Powers 
Before being signed by us. To this the Ottoman Delegates replied that the Ottoman 
Government had given up, or were prepared to give up, at the desire of the other 
Powers, all surtaxes except on “ cafe, spiritueux, fruits ct legumes, et comestibles 
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and they sorted that our Treaty should enumerate these articles, followed by the 

*• , de Tt 

OttomanSilubj"y the OUotu 

cunsTcler ar the proposal 1 !' '"“'I® ^h® ggJ^^jg^fdCTO^nati'on^ 

impossible the establishment of an> otliei t . k f t | ie v \<r\ x t to levy 

for the 

3 iSably toCtotft “"“pas'.; be eon'sulted previous to the imposition 
° f ““a long toskm ffed, but the Ottoman Delegates would make no concession 
° n th r r Lt’l4 -I stated with regard to this Article that Her Majesty's Government 

rhcMtor^mul 1 would no. 

contemplated, to write a noto to the 1hmbas > Austrian Ambassador; yet they 

nation in an International Agreement, 

urn- the Ottoman Delegates j>“ c } 

from their Government with regard to the acceptation of our draft Article 

counter-project which they would communicate to me in a few 

lrd?°B§of^ 

that ArUcleJ^M^ M tnCmed the’Cttomw. Delegates that Her 

Majesty s GowrnnicntJaid stress o„ the potion by *^***£** 

was found that it had been neglcctcc. . n j concessions had been 

With regard to concessions they stated iteat ^veraL ?on^ of thc 

made in negotiation with l WW-e an . as * thc they proposed for 

Articles signed with the Delegates ,, civul | an d show two important 

our Articles. These copies have now been „„ raollt io„ is made 

modifications in the Ottoman pfopo -unrdiaB oil board foreign vessels in Ottoman 

1 L B25 J 
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, . ma( ie by the Consular authority, in the 

presence^Hlicfotticers of the C'JsWm-houM.^ ^ ^ ^ many questions of import- 

shows once more the necessity „ ,.r this “ KMement. , . 

Powers having a voice i|t <o wra»on of were preparcdI to^accept 

Article 27.—1 inquired wncinu uic ^ w hich they replied that as they 

our draft Article concerning the ancient ^ ()f [his Art i c lcwith all the Po«m, 

had found great difficulty^ ith sett .» ,; ch w0U ui not prejudge a question which 

they have determined to^“ U . “,^ t t he ,*ri.Hl which might elapse between 

t&jszS^Pft&nns* •» r~g»" .*», 

They stated, however, they ha » of vv | mt | ul d been done. The copies of 

Austria, and that they would give me PJ ^ hcrej|1 tran 3 m irtcd. The Ottoman 
these two Articles having been teceivet . if driving at a settlement with Russia 
Delegates added that they were on the point in a few days to be ... a 

which wouhl include an exohawith Russia, and would propose a 
position to give me a copy o. j 
similar understanding with us. 


French Article. 

ARTICLE I. 

§ 1. Tons les llCS 

Ks^S^ par le present Trait*. 


Austrian Article. 

article xxiii. 

Lcs droits conf*r*s sox sujets a„x %2*p 

Me VAutrichc-Hongrie par les stipulations . . >3 c ^ ran g*S. 0 u niodifiis par 

Goi.Verneuicnta.ix ***$%£ ee dernier, et restent, par mm**** 

lc present Trait*, ne P u - ublic ( p un common accord 


The Tariff. 

ssssrss?«iss5 

Tariff which hau been concluded'Mtn . ® , • r 0 t- the reasons which we 

SdStmen when these nations were on a 

Thev explained that their ci Powers in general, and they must be in 

“ aliLquotcdcstebUa a 

hostile to Turkey. 
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No. 25. 

The Murquis of Salisbury lo Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 02. Commercial.) Foreign Office, June 30,3892. 

S ' r ’ 1 HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of ‘^port by Mr. Wrench on 

further documents, to be supplied by ^' . nman b 

explain fully the statements . s observations on the severid points 

1 shall be glad to receive tout l.xce ieney with the Porte, 

yet outstanding in the negotiations lor a now Comme.eia y ^ 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 20. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury-Deceived July 8.) 

(No. 00. Commercial.) Constantinople, June 23,1892. 

mm. • -w**- * 

the present position ol tile Ausw a,, 

a Commercial Treaty with lu. >. X have, &o. „ ..qRD 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE EORU. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 26. 

i n nf the Austrian Commercial Negotiations. 

Memorandum on the present Position of the arrivB by negotiation 

at (/conclusion** of” wty/prcscntaHto coul^^ot 8 y"IolSI ,0li Copy^ 

sfiZ&s&w gSr- uw and Wroncl ” butit : 

herB Tlio 0 preamble a A Ses* III, w'dhTegard w ccrtSics “ dWigj|< 

the Article concerning imports . . • . t i u some small modifications, 

nnd Articles 21, 22,23, 21 are agreed the Austrian Embassy 

Willi regard, however, to Article -3, a t ... „f (1,0 text, and desires to 

has roposiafto send a note U, be Po Uo -I— o f the, Article proposed by 
know what answer the 1 ortc '"itndy^B tho ottoman Delegates. 

t^rJaf .—■ 

x. - “"j;£ iSnSS“tts ns “ 

[ ”" s 

'T. 

* borC ' . Our Arnold 14. 
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*“ r ".. 

- CBJiSfa “ T ""S -«« 

the two Powers, at which the from leave at Vienna, to give way on 

Delegates, one ol whom talW £ ,* atcs declined to concede a single point, a 
the points at issue. 1 he Austwen » Wn j n0 fifoc'ca-vcrbal being made. 

the meeting broke up without icsult * t() mecl the Austrian Delegates, 

In December 1891 the GrandI . p ha thc Ottoman Delegate, was 

css 4 ■as. su afi ...s *. u.v<- * *• 

the points at issue, hut that oi uest | on 0 f oc troi duties. „ , 

monopoly on cigarette-paper and the q 2 0 f Article 5, which reads: La 

The Austrians desire to maintii ''“ ttrc , cs ;irt iclcs dc fabrication oil de 
Sublime Porte s'engage en oulie « . , t& (lalls PEmpire Ottoman a;de» 

provenance Autr.ch.enne on Hongroise^ ^ ci amlcx6 et qui f ai t part.e 

d’cntrle exccdant eeux miliqucs (Jan charge, sous quelque denomination et 

du prfecn.e Tr.itd.ni Aanmm ■'“^^^.^Sess declared that bo would never 

^wat K tustrians ^ ^ ^ points in which.the 

rSn^mlgbt ’be possibie nothing Has been put 

writing.^ Govcnunent instructed 

Kr^^^ r r™tter bore, stating that they did not intend to 

yitl< Th'us ,l theASr!an'Km;t S y is far from concluding the Treaty, and for more 

than a year have not progressed at all.__ 


Inclosure 2 in No. 20. 

, , Pnuiiim of the Russian Commercial Negotiations. 

*• w-u...«»«“»“ ** * ““ *"•“ 

•**££ E 1 'r 2 t.,ir. ,i—» a. £ 

discussion concerning the revival ^solution of the difficulty appears now to be 
tcrn.ination or tbe^new^reaiv 1^ ^ ^ discussion until the new i • . 

for the same reasons tin a ^‘J^ e f )a s als „ been treated by the Russian Embassy, 

P, d"nn atarnatiw drl.ftVum' the Ottoman Delegates is SjSgKSto the Ottoman 
lll< Article 10. The original Russian draft m b ass y Dragoman states that 
Empire iorlbe storing of ..etroleum- 1 i^^TaH^at At Constantinople 
•i verbal settlement ol the difficulty • . a \ ro ady granted in concession to 

Salonica, and Smv.ua \ ,0 ^' 6U '"^7on both sides that' these exceptions shall^ be 
jSSOtgff^iA thus mailing .be freedom of storage obb 

- trtir n.ll'H'b^ard to 

to those treated in Articles 7 and 17. 

Constantinople, June lo, low-. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 26. 

Memorandum on tie present Position 0/ French Commercial Negotiations. 

THE French Delegate, M t" c°n 

several weeks, and consequently particulars o Articles of his Treaty 

unobtainable’until to-day M. Gasav.having ^ ^ignrtl b the°Dele g atcs o'f 
from the corresponding; Articles that have ° g \ n t h c few sittings 

England, Austria, and Russia, has made very great piogrcss in 

nC ' ri There are still several questions upon which he has not yet come to an 
agreement with his Ottoman colleagues. 

The most important of these questions are: , . Turkey, including 

x. The taxation of foreigners engaged in the internal waue 
the imposition of octroi aiid otlicr munieipa duties. in a Declaration, the 

^tfrj’be subjected under this 

Article onhe Treaty. trcatlnont of goods on Ottoman «n™W ln 

thiS itTtetadfi a qu^rt'ion'that'does ^rSy""^ the French, 
but in which M. Oazay supports the Russian dcmiuids. ^ oW co i n , a matter 

ujt&ttttgasftz a - - "■ *• - * 

The duration ’of the Treaty. This question has been referred to Paris, and 

a,,i TThe' S F a r^h Delegate demands’the annexation of the Unified Tariff to the 

French Treaty, and he thinks l ''“ 'ti l “hTfiS of the above questions .is the 
M. Gar.av appears to be of op nio n that the re t |, c mos t tune in 

one most important to French interests, He has signed 

discussion. He does not ant,c.pate numh f'^^^Je of the Treaty of 1861, and in 
the Article regarding the ancient Treaties ,'" “ th that quoted in the second 

speaking of it he used almost £ Commercial (p. 24, 

.ruLT,* 

Constantinople, June 11,1892. 


Inelosuvo 4 in No. 26. 

Memorandum on the present Position of the Italian Commercial Negotiations. 

''""i,“»T"i2 n “ l i" i-i”"" 5 u *“ 

Treaty draws to a/COnclusion. p . . ( The Ottoman Government claim a 
2. Surtax on Wine, trait, anil l cgctaMs. Italians allow the claim in the 

right to imposo a surtax on certain 1 a j “j , ft lmt ,. cfuS( . to permit it in the 
ease of the articles enumerated m the 1 m Kisn urau, 

articles mentioned iihove. Government insist that they shall enjoy 

the to railway rates, *c, as are eiqoyed 

^-resist ,»»■« *» «** . 

should 1« allowed to enter the Ottoman domini ons free of duty. - 
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No. 27. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 23.) 

irvVorf' CommCr ° ial,) Constantinople, November 7, 1892. 

■ AS your Lordship will have observed from the inclosuro in my despatch 
No Co, Commercial, of the 20th June, the Ottoman Delegates, at the meeting which 
was held on the 8th June last, informed Mr. Wrench that they agreed to omit 
the words “pendant la durC-c dll present Traitd” from Article IS concerning 

m0 " Cons«iuently, the instructions conveyed in the Marquis of Salisbury's despatch 
No. 131 of the 29th October, 1890 (vide Confidential Print t.0,8, p. 172), and in his 
Lordship's despatch No. 48 of the 27th April, 1891 (vide Confidential Print blo8, 
p. 59), have been carried out. 

1 ' I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


No. 28. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 23.) 

COmmCTCial - ) Constantinople, November 7,1892. 

y AS your Lordship will have observed from the inclosure in my despatch, No.65, 
Commercial, of the 20th June, the Ottoman Delegates declared to Mr. Wrench that 
they consented to annex to our Treaty the Unified Tariff preceded, however, by an 
explanatory introduction, as set forth In Mr. Wrench’s Memorandum inclosed ,n Ins 
despatch of the 15th June, sent home in my despatch No. 05. 

The Porte had hitherto demanded that each negotiating 1 ower should annex 
to its Treaty tho edition of the new Specific Tariff which was agreed to by its 

Delegates in conjunction with those of the Porte. 

The Unified Tariff, now to be annexed to our Treaty, will contain all the 
concessions made to any Power during the course of the lariff negotiations. 

I have, &c. _ 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


No. 29. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 23.) 

CNo.135 Commercial.) Constantinople, November 7,1892. 

y I HAVE the honour to state, with reference to the commercial negotiations, 
that at the request of the Turkish Government, I instructed Mr. W rcnch to meet 

his Ottoman colleagues in order to ascertain whether any progress could be made 

a E negotiations. 1 also authorised hi. Block to accompany 

him T(^ C K^!^h^ “ported to me, with regard to Article 2, that 
the Ottoman Delegates expressed their readiness to allow the words les plus 
” to stand, and to drop the Declaration. , 

fa '°This maUer is therefore fettled in accordance with the nstructions convey d 
in the Marquis of Salisbury's despatch No. 51, Commercial, of the -7th April, 

‘“Mlf^Sto^f'SWS'.igninB the Article 2 in consideration of 
the aUi uiTe Xh had been ’assumed by the French Delegate m dea >n^ with the 

ar.csffsw AtwjofA’tai ■**»-— 
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Articles could be interpreted into any admission on the part of Her Majesty’s 
Government that the authorities in Turkey, Central or Provincial, Governmental or 
Municipal, possessed the right or imposing new Regulations or taxes, inclusive of 
octroi duties, without the previous consent of Her Majesty’s Embassy having been 
obtained. . 

The Ottoman Delegates, however, would make no concession on this point, 
repeating what they had stated to Mr. Wrench at the meeting held on the 8th June 
last, namely, that they could not consider the proposal made for the insertion of an 
additional clause rendering impossible the establishment of any other tax or charge 
of whatever denomination, because they had no intention of depriving their towna 
and ports of the right to levy octroi or other special taxes when they might be 
deemed necessary or advisable to supplement their Municipal revenues; but they 
assured Mr. Wrench that the Porte would invariably in the future, as in the past, 
consult Her Majesty’s Embassy previous to tho imposition of such additional 
taxation. 

Such is the present position of Article 2. . , 

I trust that I shall meet with your Lordship’s approval in going hand in hand 
in this matter with M. Gambon, my French colleague. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE F0RD 4 


Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—{Received November 23.) 

(No. 136. Commercial.) . , , 1Qfto 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 7, louJ. 

* MESSRS. WRENCH and BLOCK have reported to me that, at themeetings 
held at the Porte for the negotiations of the Commercial Treaty on the 18th and 
25th of last month, the concluding paragraph of Article 10 has been modified so as 
to meet the objections raised in the late Sir \Y\ White’s despatch No. 49, Commercial, 
of the 1st April, 1891 (sec Confidential Print 6158, p. 4S*), and confirmed by the 
Marquis of Salisbury in his despatch No. 61, Commercial, of the 18th May, 18J1 
(see Confidential Print 6158, p. 69). .. . .. - 

I inclose herein copy of the last paragraph in question, to which the Ottoman 
Delegates find no objection, and I shall await your Lordship’s approval of it. 

The Article, however, is not signed ad referendum in its modified form on account 
of the desire which has been expressed by the Ottoman Delegates that the allowances 
made to Diplomatic and Consular officers should be regulated by the amount ol 
duty payable under the new Tariff on the articles imported instead of by the value 
of such articles. Messrs. Wrench and Block state they see no objection to this 
change. 

I lmvo, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure in No. 30. 

Article 10 {Dernier Paragraphe). 

IL cst bien entendu quo les stipulations do cot Article ne saurait porter nullc- 
nient attcintc A la franchise douaniAre dont jouissont en vertu du droit international 
l„o nil,.fa lies Missions Dinlomatiiiues, ni A cello nccordeo aux stationnaires do 
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No. 31. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 23.) 

(No. 137. Commercial.) 

My (Lord, Constantinople, November 7, 1892. 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch No. 136, Commercial, 
of to-day’s date, 1 have the honour to inform your Lordship that, at the last 
meeting of the Delegates, Messrs. Wrench and Block endeavoured to persuade 
their Ottoman colleagues to accept the draft of Article XVII concerning most¬ 
favoured-nation treatment for transport of merchandize by railway in the Turkish 
dominions, which draft formed Inclosurc 3 in the despatch No. 52 which the late 
Sir William White addressed to the Marquis of Salisbury on the 1st April, 1891. 
(Vide Confidential Print 6158, p. 55.) 

His Lordship approved of the draft in his despatch No. 52, Commercial, of the 
27th April, 1891. (Vide Confidential Print (1158, p. 00.) 

The Ottoman Delegates, however, produced an alternative draft Article which 
they asserted had been agreed to by the Russian Delegates. 

' This draft being to all appearances even more advantageous than the one 
which the British Delegates had proposed was, after having been slightly amended 
by them, accepted and signed ad referendum. 

A copy of this Article is herein inclosed for the consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) TRAN CIS CLARE TORE. 


Inclosurc in No. 31. 

Article XVII. 

EN cc qui conccrnc les modes du transport, les frais, les facilitls, et autres 
avantages y aiferents, le Gouvcrncment Ottoman s’engage dans les limites de ses 
droits et prerogatives, a traitor les merchandises produits du sol, de l'industrie, ou 
de provenances ties Etuts et possessions de Sa Mnjcste Britannique, transports par 
voic fertile dans 1*Empire Ottoman cxactemcnl de la in6me manierc que les 
inarehandiscs importing par les sujets de la nation la plus favorisle ou la classe la 
plus favourisle parmi les sujets'Ottomans, lien sera demftme pour les mar- 
chandiscs originaires dcs pays jouissant en Turquie du trailement de la nation la 
plus fnvorisce et importles par ties sujets Britanniques ou leurs ayants cause. 

Le Gouvcrncment Ottoman s’engage en consequence a nc per met trc a. aucune 
Compagnic de ehemin de for cxistante ou qui se formcrait a 1’avenir d’dtahlir pour 
les marchandiscs, produits du sol, tic l’industrie, ou tie provenance tics Etuts et 
possessions tie 8a Majesll Britannique ui pour les marchandiscs ties pays jouissant 
tlu trailement tic la nation la plus favorisec et imp.ortdes par les sujets Anglais ou 
leurs ayants cause tin traitement different ou moins favorable quo pour toute autre 
marchundisc dtrangdre. 

Aucun avantnge ou faeilite nc sera accortll, a conditions Igales, it une voie 
d’importation par ehemin de Icr sans tpte les mfcmes avantages et facilites nc soient 
do mtmc et immediatement acquis mix autres voics iTimportation par ehemin tie for 
desservant le commerce Anglais. 

(SigmS) WILLI A 51 II. WRENCII. 

ADAM BLOCK (Temporary Delegate), 
ARTIN DADIAN. 

B. COUZOLMGIAN 

Le 25 Oclobre, 1892 
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No. 32. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(.Received November 23.) 

Commercial.) Constantinople. November 7, 1892. 

J I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, with regard to Articles 
21 to 22 inclusive of the new Commercial Treaty with Turkey regulating 
customs formalities, Messrs. Wrench and Block have reported to me that, on this 
subject, they confined themselves at their last two meetings with the Ottoman 
Delegates to impressing upon these latter that none, of these Articles co 
satisfactorily dealt with unless the Regulations (‘ Reglement Douamer ) wcie 
amended with the assistance of the British Delegates. 

1 had instructed our Delegates to act in this manner in consequence o the 5th 
paragraph of the Marquis of Salisbury’s despatch No. 23, Commercial, dated the 

25 th February, 1890, which was to the following effect. 

“ With respect to the 1 R6glement Douanier Ottoman, a stipulation is necessary 
that it shall be settled in consultation with foreign Representatives. (Vide 

Coiihdcntwl Pr^an ()c]e ^P (cs ^ould not admit, that Regulations which affected the 
internal administration of the eountry.should be submitted to and amended by us. 
The position, therefore, or this particular question remains a. sht.a ««o. 

The stipulations f|! the Articles iff the Treaty afiecting customs formahtiesI will 
always, however carefully they may be framed, bp to a considerable extent hampered 

b> a " would'then propose™ as regards this question, to endeavour to co-operate with 

will not give way in the matter unless strong 
and united pressure on the part of those Powers who are negotiating fresh com- 
mcrcial Treaties with this country he brought to hear. 

In mv opinion, it is of paramount importance that we should not give way on 
this question, which, if allowed to be handled exclusively by the Porte, might be 
frnueht with very evil consequence to British trade and navigation. 

b have drawn up a Memorandum (a copy of which is inclosed) to guide me 
in mv conversations with my colleagues on this subject; and 1 trust that my line cl 
action in this particular may meet with your Lordships approval. 

I have, &c. _ 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosurc in No. 32. 

Memorandum. 

IN the course of negotiations fora now Commercial Treaty a great difficulty 
has been found in settling questions connected with Customs formalities. . uc 
formalities, from their intricate nature,cannot be determined in <‘>e »> l V 
of a Commercial Treaty; only the leading principles cun he established, and details 
must necessarily be relegated ton » IUglemeiit Douanier,’ to which constat. 
must he made in the Treaty. It therefore becomes of the greatest possible 
importance to the European Powers that the provisions of the new Reglement 
Douanier” should lie such as to contain no provisions which shall bo detrimental to 
the interests of foreign subjects, commerce, and shipping. 

The Ottoman “ Rigleinent Douanier ” ns communicated o bemusement to the 
Delegates does contain many such provisions. None ol the l)c eg«tM of the 
European Powers have been able to conic to an underetnndmg wiOy Ik■O ttoman 
Delegates as to the very necessary amendments to be made m the Reglement. 

U is an adniitt, if principle that all Ottoman Laws and Regulations affeeting 
foreign suhieets and modifying the established regime, cannot be applied unless 
r^sh^nmlRd U an,I Lfepted by, the Uepresoii.ativ*. oft lie -^otiovern- 
lients Of late veins may he mentioned the l.oi ties Paleiites, the Loi sur les 
Timbres," the “Eoi sor lei Passeports,” See., which have been drawn up with the 
assistance of foreign Delegates. -c 
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Moreover, the Porte thought it necessary to submit to the examination and 
appreciation of foreign Embassies even the new Laws of Procedure, civil and 
criminal, and the “ Rdglement” for the execution of sentences which were discussed by 
foreign Delegates in presence of two Ottoman Delegates, one from the Porte and 
one from the Ministry of Justice. 

The actual “ lUglemcnt Douanier” itself now in force was drawn up with the 
assistance of Delegates from the several Embassies. 

There is every reason why this principle should be applied to the drawing up 
of the new “ Rdglement Douanierit is therefore proposed that the Ambassadors of 
the negotiating Powers should address a joint note (“ note collective ”) to the Porte, 
stating that the new Treaty cannot he signed until an agreement be arrived at 
with regard to the terms of the “Rdglement Douanier ” which must he settled “ d’un 
commun accord.” The Porte would therefore be requested to institute a Commission 
at the Custom-house of which the Commercial Delegates of the European negotiating 
Powers would be members, in order to amend the present proposed “ Rdglement,** 
which is both deficient and ill-adopted to commercial requirements, and to provide 
that it shall be in conformity with the provisions of the new Treaty as is laid down 
by the Porte’s Declaration made at various times to the foreign Representatives. 


No. 33. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 23.) 


(No. 139. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , November 7, 1892. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Messrs. Wrench and block 
at their last meeting at the Porte on the Commercial Treaty negotiations informed 
the Ottoman Delegates that Her Majesty’s Government could not recede from the 
position which they had invariably maintained with regard to Article 27 respecting 
ancient Treaties. . 

Inasmuch as it appears that there is no chance of being able to reconcile the 
divergent views of the two Governments on this point, Messrs. Wrench and Block 
propose that the Article in question should be entirely omitted from the Treaty, 
and that Her Majesty’s Embassy should address a note to the Porte to the effect 
that owing to the apparently insurmountable difficulty experienced in drafting an 
Article which would be acceptable to the Contracting Parties, Her Majesty’s 
Government will consent to the omission of Article 27 altogether from the new 
Treaty, that at the same time Her Majesty’s Government will, under most-favoured¬ 
nation treatment, benefit by any advantages, concessions, and privileges, which may 
be contained in the corresponding Article which may bo signed by other Powers, as 
to the question of the revival of the ancient Treaties in their entirety, at the 
expiration of the new Commercial Treaty, that Her Majesty's Government, while 
maintaining the attitude it has in variably adhered to, namely, that the effect of the 
new Treaty is to modify certain stipulations of the ancient Treaties for the time 
only during which it will remain in force, will consent to the further discussion or 
this question being postponed until the new Treaty is on the eve o! expiring. Her 
Majesty’s Embassy would conclude by requesting the Porte to take note of 
(“ prendre aete ”) the views of Her Majesty’s Government, 

Such a proposal has not yet been mode to the Porte, and I await your Lord¬ 
ship’s instructions before making it. 

It appears to me that if it were made and accepted by the Porte, it would 
extricate us from a very serious difficulty. 

The Porte discountenances entirely our proposed draft (see Confidential 
Print G158. p. 44), which the Marquis of Salisbury in his despatch No.-19, Com¬ 
mercial, of the 27th April, 1891, instructed the late Sir W. White to adhere to (sec 
Confidential print 615S, p. 59). Nor does the Turkish draft meet the objections of 
Her Majesty s Government. 

I inclose to your Lordship copies of the French, Austrian, and Russian 
Articles, which are also unsatisfactory, although 1 believe that the latter is to be 
accompanied by a note which is to be drawn up much in a similar sense to that 
above suggested. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 
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Inclosurc 1 in No. 33. 

Projet d'Article arrete ’ avee Ic Dclegue Franfais. 

TOUS les droits, privileges, et immunity conf<$r<Ss riSeiproquemcnt par la 
France et la Turquio en vertu des Trails ant6rieurs sont confirmes & fexception 
des clauses qui auront <$t6 modi Hues par le present Trait6. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 33. 

Projci d* Article arrete avee les Dengues d’Autriclie-Hongrie. 

LES droits confirms aux sujets, A la navigation et au commerce dc I’Autrichc- 
Hongroie par les stipulations des anciens Trailes et les seneds Gouveruementaux 
cn date , en taut qu’ils ne sont pas ddrog^s ou modifies par le 

present Traitc*, nc sont pas atteints par ce dernier et restent, par consequent, en 
vigucur jusqu'A une entente ulterieure qui serait dtablie d’un commun accord 
rclativement aux modifications qu’on jugera utile d’y apporter. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 33. 
Russian Article. 


Ancient Treaties. 

TOUS les droits, privileges, et immunity conftSrtfs par la Russie et la Turquie 
rdciproquement en vertu des stipulations des Trails untcriours sont conlirimis 
l’exccption des clauses que le present Traitd a pour objet de modifier. 


No. 34. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery .— (Received November 23.) 

(No. 140. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , November 7, 1892. 

FROM a perusal of my previous seven Commercial despatches of this day, 
your Lordship will perceive that with the exception of five* points the commercial 
negotiations for a new Treaty remain in statu guo. 

The live points are: Article 2, the retention of the words “les plus fayoris^s 
Article 10, the stipulation as to the “Comet” and other vessels ol war in 
Turkish waters; Article 17, transport of British goods over Ottoman railways; 
Article 18, t he omission of the words 4 * pendant la dune de co Traitsand 
lastly, the annexation of the Unified Tariff to the Treaty. 

My previously-mentioned despatches show what steps have been taken by 
Messrs. Wrench and Block with regard to the points of difference in Articles 2, 3, 
21, to 25 inclusive, and 27. 

There are, however, two questions in suspense which arc not alluded to in my 
despatches of this day’s date. 

First, with regard to Article 14, Messrs. Wrench and Block informed their 
Ottoman colleagues that the instructions of Her Majesty’s Government, conveyed 
in the Marquis of Salisbury’s despatch No. 58, Commercial, of the 9th May, 1891 
(Confidential Print 6158, p. iio), were very distinct, and that a formal guarantee was 
required that no new or increased dues for tonnage, port, dock, &c., should he 
levied except “d’un commun accord ” between the two Governments. The Ottoman 
Delegates reiterated what they had said to Mr. Wrench on the subject at the 
meeting of the bill June. As these words are to he found in the inclosurc to 
Mr. Wrench’s Report of the 15th June, which was sent home to your Lordship’s 
predecessor in olfiec in my despatch No. 65, Commercial,^of the 20th June last, 1 do 

• Dealt with in the precediug despatchea Nos. 133 to 138. 
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not consider it necessary here to repeat them. I do not anticipate that any 
progress can be made in this Article at present, unless the Porte recedes from the 
position it has taken up, which is highly improbable, or unless your Lordship will 
authorize me to endeavour to persuade the Porte to agree by an interchange of notes 
verbales to bind themselves not to levy new or increased dues on British trade or 
shipping without the previous consent of Her Majesty’s Embassy. In this manner 
the Article would remain as it now is. 

Secondly, Article 20 (Egypt, Bulgaria) which I intend to treat personally with 
Sa'id Pasha. 

Messrs. Wrench and Block were asked bv the Ottoman Delegates if they were 
prepared to accept the Ottoman draft of this Article (see German Treaty 
Article XXII, Confidential Print 0078, p. 199). 

They replied that they were not so prepared, nor had they any counter-proposal 
to make, as Her Majesty’s Government preferred to omit the Article from the Treaty 
(see Lord Salisbury’s despatch No. 58, Commercial, of the 21st .June last). They 
explained to the Ottoman Delegates the difficulties surrounding this question as 
summarized in the Inclosure No. 11 in my despatch No. 31, Commercial, to the 
Foreign Office, of the 6th April last (see Confidential Print of April 1892, p. 23). 

ll appeared that the Ottoman Delegates had not hitherto understood the 
position ; they stated that they would reconsider the matter, but pointed out that it 
would be in any case impossible to omit all reference to the provinces of the 
Ottoman dominions to which the Treaty applied, when they had accepted our 
Article 28 in which iis application to British possessions is defined. 

Thus your Lordship will see that our new Commercial Treaty is far from being 
concluded. On receipt of your Lordship’s replies, however, to my despatches of this 
date, we may be able to make some further progress. 

With regard to the new Treaties between Turkey and other negotiating Powers 
the position is almost the same as when 1 wrote my No. GG, Commercial, of the 
23rd June, to the Marquis of Salisbury. Austria has made no appreciable progress 
during the last twelve months. France has the question of municipal taxes and 
octroi dues still pending. Italy from time to time resumes desultory negotiations 
which have not much practical result. Russia has several important points in 
suspense, such as the question of transit of war material through the Straits, and 
the question of ancient Treaties, which are being treated diplomatically. 

The Porte may still find itself at a deadlock with all the negotiating Powers, by- 
reason of the attitude it has taken up with regard to the “lUglcmcnt Douanier.” 

This question alone is sufficiently important to prevent any early conclusion of 
the Treaty. Nevertheless, I think it advisable that negotiations should not be 
entirely suspended, and 1 would therefore heg for an expression of your Lordship’s 
view's on all the points submitted in my despatches of this day’s date. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


No. 35. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Eurl of Rosebery.—(Received November 23.) 

(No. 111. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, November 7, 1892. 

WITH reference to my eight immediately preceding despatches 1 have the honour 
to inclose herein copy of the note verbal • from the Sublime Porte which led to a 
resumption of pourparlers on the subject of the Ariglo-Turkish Commercial 
Treaty. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE 1 ORD. 
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Inclosurc in No. 85. 

Note Verbale. 

CONFORMFMRNT it la demandc contenue dans la note de feu Sir William 
White en date du 28 Novembrc, 1891, ainsi que dans la note verbale dc l’Ambassade 
dc Sa Majesty Britannique en date du 8 Juillet dernier, 1c Minist&re des Affaires 
Etrangdrcs a I’honneur dc lui transmettre ci-pr&S un projet dc Declaration 
(Annexe A) destine il expliquer le sens dans lequel les mots “ Les nationaux les 
plus favoristfs” devront 6trc pris 5 I’Article (Annex B) touchdnt le traitement dc la 
nation la plus fayorisle en inatidre dc transport par chcmins de fer, ainsi cjue les 
projots ;d-Articles relatifs aux ancicns Traitds (Annexes C, D) arr£tes ad referendum 
entre les D£16gu6s Ottomans et les Ddteguds de l*Autriehe-l longric et de la France. 

La transmission par Ic canal du Minist&rc Imperial des projets ci-dessus 
proposes par les D616gu6s Ottomans no prdjugc en l ien, bien entendu, l’examen 
ulterieur quo le Gouvcrnement Imperial sc reserve de faire du projet de Trait# tout 
entier. 

Quant aux documents demandds au Ministdre de la Marine et A1* Administration 
Gen6ralc des Contributions Indircctcs pour servirde complement aux renseignements 
ddjA transmis ;\ l’Ambassade de Sa Majeste la Heine par hi note Ministdrielte 
du 25 Juin, 1891, le Ministdre Imperial des Affaires Etrangdres s’empresse 
dc lui faire parvenir egalcment, it titre d’information, les trois Tableaux ci-joints 
(Annexes E, F, G) qu’il vient dc rcccvoir de 1’Administration Generate preeitee 
relatifs, le premier, aux attributions des coldjis et les deux autres aux tarifs des 
Iwmals de la Douane. En eommuniquant ccsdiverses pieces, son Excellence Hassan 
Fehmy Pacha fait remarquer que les attributions des coldjis sont tirdcs du Rdglc- 
ment General sur les mesurcs propres it prdvenir la contrebande (Destour, tom. II, 
page 558) et qu'en ce qui concerne les droits de quai et dc grue aussi bien que ccux 
d’entreposage et dc hamalagc, le tarif de ces droits fait actucllcmcnt 1’objct d’une 
revision complete ayant pour but de les reduire, con form 6m ent au principo etabli 
par le nouveau Rdglement Douanier, au strict minimum neccssairc i\ assurer les 
divers services que les dits droits sont destines h remumSrer. Pour ce qui est des 
renseignements sur les taxes de niouillagc entre les deux ponts et clans lc port, 
l’cxcinphirc Anglais ci-joint (Annexe II) du R£glcmcnt sur hi port de Constantinople 
donnera it cct egard toutes les informations n&e&saircs. 

Les communications qui precedent 6tant dc nature a satisfaire plcineraont 
rAmbassadc de Sa Majeste la llcine, Ic Ministere Imperial des Affaires Etrangdres 
vient encore line fois exprimer I’cspoir dc voir les Dcllguls Anglais munis 
d’instructions definitives et catdgoriques leur permettant de se nSunir au plus t6t 
avec lours collogues Ottomans pour terminer la redaction du projet dc Traite. 

En faisant done appel aux sentiments d’amitie du Gouvernement de Sa Majeste 
Britannique le Ministdro Imperial est persuade qu’ellc voudra bien mettle un terme 
aux retards apport£s au renouvellenient du Trait6 de Commerce par la reprise 
immediate des nlgociations. 

Le 5 Octobre , 1892. 


No. 36. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 15G. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , December 1,1892. 

ON the 22nd April last, at the request of Colonel Mocklcr, I addressed a note 
to the Sublime Porte (copy inclosed), submitting a list of medicines destined for the 
hospital attached to Her Majesty’s Consulate-General at Bagdad, and requested 
that they might be allowed to pass through the Custom-house without payment of 
duty. 

I have the honour to inclose copy of the Sublime Porte’s reply, declining to 
accede to my request. 

As a matter of fact, the medicines have already passed the Custom-house, owing 
to a misconception of his instructions by one of the local officers. 
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Hospitals attached to religious Missions arc allowed to have their medicines 
free of duty by virtue of written Regulations (Aristarchi, “ Legislation Ottomane, 
vol viii D 399); there is nothing laid down with respect to hospitals and dispen¬ 
saries belonging to Government and attached to Consulates; but, by usage, they 
there enjoyed the privilege, which was admitted by the Sublime Porto in its note 
verbal? of the 9th August, 1890 (copy inclosed). . . . 

There arc other hospitals attached to Consulates, as, for instance, at Constanti¬ 
nople and Smyrna, and I learn that exception has been taken within the last week 

to admitting the medicines intended for the former 

The ouesiioti does not seem to have been raised before 1*90, in which, and the 
following year, the Sublime Porte was induced, but only after persistent efforts or 
the Embassy Dragomans, to allow the medicines lor Bagdad to pass free or duty. 

however the Sublime Porte has now deliberately gone back on its decision, 

1 venture to ask your Lordship’s instructions as to what course I should pursue in 

1 C "it 'would, of course, be possible for Colonel Mocklcr to have the medicines 
addressed to’himself, and pass them through the Customs with a “ '1 eskfirf ” as 
beino- for his personal use, since the hospital is actually attached to the Consulate, 
and is not merely a subventioned establishment, as is erroneously stated in the 
Porte’s note This course, however, is not one that recommends itscli to my mind, 
as 1 have little doubt that the Sublime Porte would continue to raise objections. 

If your Lordship is determined that the privilege shall not be abandoned, it 
would perhaps he well to obtain the insertion of a clause on the subject in Article A 
or the new Commercial Treaty, and in this connection 1 venture to refer your 
Lordship to my immediately succeeding despatch. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed; FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 36. 

Note Verbale. 

IN conformity with the arrangement come to with the Sublime Porte, Her 
Majesty's Embassy has the honour to submit herewith a list or medicines and 
medical appliances required for the use iff the dispensary attached to Her Majesty s 
Consulate-General at Bagdad tor the year ending the 31st December, lb92, and to 
request that instructions may be sent without delay for their free entry through the 
Custom-house. 

Constantinople, April 22,1892. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 36. 

Note Verbale. 

EN reponse au pro-memorid que l’Ambassadc do Sa Majesty Brifcanniquo a bien 
voulu lui adresscr le 8 Juin dernier, 1c Ministdre des Alfaircs EtrangOres regrette 
de devoir Pinlbrmer que les institutions subventionndcs par les Gouvernements 
6tran^ers ne pouvant bdndficier de I’immunitc dommiere, les medicaments destines 
au dispensairc attachd au Consulat-Gdneral d’Angleterre ii Bagdad ne sauraientOtre 
remis en franchise do droits 

Sublime Porte, Ministbrc ties Affaires Etrangercs, 
le 20 Novembre, 1892. 


Inclosuro 3 in No. 36. 

Note Verbale. 

LE Ministdre des Alfaircs Etrangdres a cu l’honneur do recevoir le pro-memorid 
quo l'Ambassade de Sa Majestd Brilanniquc a bien voulu lui adresscr le 17 Oetobre, 
1888, au sujet du reins des autorites Douanidrcs de Bagdad de remettre sans 
examen les ett'ets destines au mddecin Major Bowman. 

1/Administration des Contributions Indireetes, saisic de cotte affaire, a fait 
savoir quo la Douane dc Bagdad avait refusd la remise des sept caisses arrives it 
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l'adresse du Major Bowman paree cjn’ellos contenaient des medicaments ct non pas 
des diets personnels pour lesqucls 1’Article 8 du Rdglcmcnt de 1869 concede la 
franchise douanidre. 

Commc cependant l’Ambassade de Sa Majesty la llcinc a declard depuis quo les 
medicaments cn question sont destines an dispensairc attache au Consulat-Geiiornl, 
I’Admiuistration GdmSrale des Contributions Indireetes a 616 invitee ii faire remettre 
pour eette fois cn franchise les caisses susmentionn6es. 

Le Ministdre Imperial emit devoir ajouter qu’eu dgard it la circonslance que le 
Major Bowman exerce dgalement la medccinc pour son propre compte, la franchise 
dont il s’agit ne pourra Olrc desormais accord6e aux medicaments arrives it 
destination du Consulat-Gdueral a. moins d’une entente prdalable avee l’Ambassade 
de Sa Majeste sur la quantity de produits phannaceutiques qui lui seraient ndecs- 
saircs durant une nnndc pour son service special. 

Sublime Porte , Ministere des Affaires Etrangbres , 
le 9 Aout, 1890. 


No. 37. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 157- Commercial.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , December 1,1892. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 130, Commercial, of the 7th November, 
respecting Article X of the new Commercial Treaty, and with reference to my 
immediately preceding despatch reporting the refusal of the Ottoman Government 
to grant free entry to the medicines destined for the Bagdad hospitals, l have the 
honour to inclose copy of a very complete Memorandum which has been drawn up 
by Mr. Block on the whole subject of Customs immunities in this country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure in No. 37. 

Memorandum by Mr. Block. 

WHILST discussing Article X of the new Commercial Treaty at the Porto on 
the 25th instant, 1 introduced the question of the Customs immunities hitherto 
enjoyed by British hospitals, dispensaries, churches, and schools, ol which no 
mention is made in our Article; and I incidentally further pointed out that there was 
a considerable curtailment of the immunities hitherto enjoyed in this respect by the 
members of Her Majesty's Embassy and Her Majesty’s Consular officers. The 
Turkish Delegates having already signed ad referendum with the Delegates of other 
foreign Powers Articles on this subject, 1 had asked to have them communicated. 

I herewith inclose the French and Austrian Articles, the latter accompanied by a 
Declaration, and a copy also of the Italian Declaration. 

The Russians have not got an Article on the subject, as I shall notice later on. 

In the Austrian Article, all that requires notice hero is that the Head of the 
Mission is the only diplomatic functionary whose goods arc exempted from duty, 
whilst in our Article we have a paragraph (7) which mentions five classes ot 
Embassy officials whose personal effects arc free up to a certain sum, vr/.., a value of 
25,000 piastres per annum, or, as the Turkish Delegates now wish to alter it, goods 
the dutv of which will not exceed 3,000 piastres per annum. 

In the Austrian Declaration, Custom exemption is given for objects of religious 
worship and for objects destined lor convents, but there is even here a restriction of 
ancient privileges, since from henceforth each member of the convent (*’ religieux ) 
will only bo allowed goods the duty of which docs not exceed 400 piastres per 
annum, ami with the reserve that the goods for each convent do not exceed in duty 
4,800 piastres per annum. . . . .... r . . ~ 

The Italian Article is the same as the German Article (see p. 19b ot print ot 
1891), and, like it, is by far more restrictive than those signed with other l owers, 
but, by the Italian Declaration, schools are exempted from customs duty as regards 
Articles dc Bureau,” 6cc., and the Italian hospital at Constantinople is also 

pnuleged^r ^ ^ 8plm()|s jn Turkey, Roods only tor which the duty docs not 
exceed 20,000 piastres per annum are allowed, and the hospital is only allowed 









goods to a doty va ue of 10,000 piastres. Again, fo all officials <‘ (]c carri i le '• 
attached to the Embassy and Cunsulate-Generai at Constantinople, exemption is 
graijtctl, but restricted to a duty value or 3,000 piastres for Conseillcrs, 1,500 piastres 
tor hirst Dragomans, Secretaires, and Vice-Consuls, and 1,000 piastres for other 
officials per annum per head. 

The French Article is even less favourable than our own as regards immunities 
lor Consular officers, and I am confidentially informed that the French Government 
aie not quite satisfied with it, but whether it is intended to be altered or not I am 
not aware. 

I desire to call your Excellency’s attention to two points:— 

1. All the Articles state that the exemption will lie given after “ verification 
doxiamere. ’ This is a novel restriction; hitherto Diplomatic and Consular officers. 
Dragomans, and churches, schools, and hospitals have never submitted their effects 
to such ‘‘ verification." How great this privilege has been in Ottoman Custom¬ 
houses with careless and suspicious officials 1 need not point out. 

. 2 ‘ '!' llc , Italian Declaration covers schools, but only those 'Tondees et 
pntronndcs bv the Italian Government. British schools’ could not, I believe, 
iicncht by tins Declaration, as British Mission schools would not come within this 
category. 

I discussed this latter question informafewith the Ottoman Delegates, but they 
said they could not make any suggestions, &c.; the Council of Ministers would not 
permit them to make any further concession; indeed, they said that the Council of 
Ministers objected to what was already signed with Italy.' France, and Austria, and 
desired to adhere to the German Article (Article X, Confidential, Commercial Print, 
April 1891, No. G07S, p. 196). 

I further asked (lie Ottoman Delegates what was intended with regard to our 
hospitals at Constantinople, Smyrna, and Bagdad, which had hitherto enjoyed 
exemption from duty and from “ verification." J J 

The Ottoman Delegates stated they could make no provision for them: all 
they could suggest was that the Foreign Minister might possibly be induced to 

r the a !S ru ! t , uro <> r the Treaty, stating that the hospitals attached to 

British Consulates should continue as in the past to enjoy the privilege hitherto 
granted. Hut will the Foreign Minister consent to do this ? 

1 hese British hospitals stand on a different footing to hospitals or dispensaries 
attached to Missions, and whilst they have hitherto always enjoyed Custom-house 
immunities there have been from time to time difficulties raised in this respect 
by local officials, especially at Bagdad. In this latter place, our hospital indents 
annually for large quantities of medicine provided by the Indian Government, 
and we have had great difficulty or into years in prevailing on the Porto to allow 
them to pass free of duty. If no steps arc now taken to confirm the usage 
hitherto observed, the Porte will decline to accede to our request in the future 
once the Treaty is signed. 

W ith regard now to churches, schools, and Missions, the Regulation on the 
subject is tound in Anstarchi's “ legislation Ottomane,” vol. iii, p. 699. It com¬ 
mences with the words “ Dos privileges ayant iti accord is al, antinuo aux diverses 
eommunautes rcligienscs dc 1 Empire, et I'exemption des droits de doimne dtant 
le principal et lu plus important dc ccs privileges, le Gotiverncment Ottoman a 
voulu les eonsacrer atijmird'hiii.” .... I, c 7 Zilhidjo 1281 

Also on the 15th May. 1807, Fuad Pasha, then Minister for Foreign Affairs 
addressed a despatch to the Ottoman Ministers abroad, inclosing a “ Minmire” on the 
subject. 1 Ins “ Meinoire" contains what are called “quelquea considerations 
prtncipes g<Sn<5raiix ronsacrtSs par le Finnan Imperial du 18 Fdvricr, 
1»0(|. I Ins Meinoire is to lie found in AristnrchPs " Legislation Ottomane,’’ vol ii 
p. 24, and on p. 29, paragraph 2 reads as follows :— 

“Les objefs qui soul destines A I’uxercice ties cultes non-.Musulmans sont 
Musu'lmans * " H " S " ,0 " anC mtmo titre <l»«e les »>>jets eonsaeros au culte des 

Is it now intended to withdraw the Regulation in question? For churches we 
may rely on the Austrian Declaration, but for schools the Italian Declaration will 
not profit us, as our schools are not •« pal rounds,” and for hospitals we have nothing 
m tlio new 1 reaty to rely upon except the Italian Declaration for their hospital at 
Constantinople. 1 

Would It then lie better to follow the Russians, who have no Article nt all, and 
omitting all mention of churches, hospitals, and schools, presume on the existence 
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confirmation' & £ ^ *“ — 

ancient privileges hitherto accorded by the OtLan GovernS^ t0 rCStrict the 

or the First and Second, t^e'ffitt'w bdu^T/r'stov? P ra S oraans ’ the exception 
General, and the Assistants are now Irffout ***** at Consulate- 

ami soineothora'ofthoStonf hi’tT, cr to' j oy i n e'fh c ‘ l " ‘ ‘ • t ?, l ' a S ort ! ans are omitted, 

the ri,ct ' no " 

Treaty of September 1610, between TuiW amUhe' NethJ!?' , ArtK ' lc lj[V ° r the 

Ambassudeurs, Consuls, et Dregman* seront exemn s de p, and ®' sta, ? s that “ u 
fervent oe presents et pour lour nsa«-e” fc,' u V“ lm , ne ,„P 01 "' M ghets qui 
between Great Britain and Turkey, p. 1 * 33 ) ’ ^ Sec 1Iert3,cts treaties on Trade 

regulate the maZ''i^ "j col ' f e™ity therewith, to 

(27th) July, the Regulations whiel Imfn 1 ™ an<l Crgations in 1809, 15th 

(See Hertslet’s Treaties between Great Britain"™! l ° t,1 ®P rasent tim e. 

Regulations ConsuLs.Gcneral, Consuls , 1 arkey, p. ,8.) l) y tliese 

exempted from duty on articles or’effects n0t i en 8 a S c<l in trade are 

cases or packages shall not he opened or submitted “ f °'' t J 0 "' / P. ersonal " se - Their 

General Co,Jls, and Vice-ZoZi engaged ^^o "7,^ V <*«*■ 

value or 25,000 piastres for Consuls £„„? *.° tlle llm,t <>r an annual 

10,000 piastres for Vice-Consuls. (Article lit’ C 0 ’PP 0 P la ftres for Consuls, and 

extended to two superior officers of i Cons, 1 i % Article IX the privilege is 

Consulate. °" s 01 a Coasulate-Gencral, and one superior officer of a 

t0 Majesty’s Embassy in a note of 

‘i 110 P'iviieges granted ■* to 

opened and contents verified. ’ ‘ aiso, henceffirth, their eases are to be 

void’; tlmt ProP0Sa ' iS aCf0Pte<1, th ° n the Re S ulati °" 8 a f '869 become null and 

evidently declined’ to nccept'nny restrictions' 8 0° Arti . c ! e 011 tllB subject, linvc 
hospitals, or missions, or wTth ?Lard1f Zlomfe to churches, 

bare thought expedient to write fuliv thesubSin ™' d Co " su , lar “ l ’ iccrs - ami i 
desire to take steps to ascertain exactly what n?,Vr P y< “"' b-xcellency should 
Treaty will be. With regard to Diploma e ,,, r T P°„ s . ,tl0 " ,ln *»r the now 
not be very important but the ouestion r ! ' Consulai ofitcers the point may 
my humble opinmn, requires some attention “’° S an< hospltaIs is ono wl,ich > I" 
Constantinople, November 10 , 1892 . 


No. 38. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 111. Commercial.) 

Sir, ' „ . 

I HAVE received your Excellence’. ,t Office, December 17,1892. 

7th ultimo, relative to tlm amendment of A.tidexVnTin 3 u;cCMZf rci!,l i n/ tl " : 
now in course of negotiation at Constantinople. 1 Commercial 1 reaty 

1 nave learnt with satisfaction that nit no-reeniont h.. a 
point. agreement has been come to on this 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ItOSBBBItY. 
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No. 39. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 112. Commercial.) ^ 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 17,1892. 

1 HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 134, Commercial, of the 
7th ultimo, reporting that the new Ottoman Tariff will be annexed to the Treaty 
with this country now in course of negotiation. I shall be glad to receive cither an 
early copy of this^Tariff in its complete form, if it has been altered from the shape 
in which it has been already received and printed at this Office; or a statement 
that the print which has been supplied to Her Majesty’s Embassy shows this Tariff 
in its final shape. If it has been altered one of the copies supplied to the Embassy, 
with the subsequent alterations clearly indicated on it, should be retured to this 

I shall further be glad to learn whether your Excellency thinks it likely that 
the Porte will seek to put the new Tariff into force before the Treaties with 
European Powers arc concluded, and, if so, at what date you think this may be 
done. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 113. Commercial.) _ ono 

gj r Foreign Offcc, December 1/, 1892. 

1 HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s despatch No. 135, 
Commercial, of the 7th ultimo, in regard to the question of local taxes and regula¬ 
tions in Turkev. .... 

In reply, 1 have to state that 1 approve of your acting in this matter in concert 
with the French Ambassador and with other foreign Representatives. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 11. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 114. Commercial.) , Qno 

gj r Foreign Office, December 17, 1892. 

I APPROVE the draft inclosed in your Excellency’s despatch No. 136, 
Commercial, of the 7th ultimo, of the last paragraph of Article X, relative to Customs 
immunities of the new Commercial Treaty now in course of negotiation. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 42. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 115. Commercial.) . ^ f 

gj r foreign Office, December 1/, 1892. 

‘ 1 APPROVE the draft inclosed in your Excellency’s despatch No. 137, 
Commercial of the 7th ultimo, or Article XVII, relative to the transport of 
merchandize by railway, of the new Commercial Treaty now in course of nego- 

tiation. T t 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


5i 

No. 43. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare bord. 

(No. lie. Commercial.) Foreign Office, December 17,1892. 

tile proposed « Reglcmcnt llouamcr Ottom#6. ^ ^ , au lhoriw> y<»> '<> 

Other foreign Representatives at 

Constantinople. X am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 44. 

The Earl of llosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 117. Commercial.) Foreign Office, December 19,1892- 

Sil- ' I HAVE had under «y 

Commercial, or the 7th U hearing upon the Capitulations, 

new Commercial Treaty with Turkey n e. I b j ccts ‘ to be considered m con- 

This question is one of the most .mporu ^ Turkcy . U seems 

ncction with the negotiation of a ,’’^^“““eferablo that a distinct stipulation in 
to Her Majesty’s Government that it is T™ Tr ., rather than that British 
regard to it should he ccmtwned ^.favoured-nation treatment clause, on the 
fcSI Trcatic^ ' ^.it^Por, j- |! 

! m ir’ Representatives at Constantinople should act in 
concert in regard to it. . , |t s accompanying note, appears to picsent 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 46. 

The Earl of llosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 118. Commercial.) Foreign Office, December 19,1892. 

B ‘ r ' IN reply to the request 

Commercial, of the 7th ultimo, tm insti option^, ha ve to observe that ns 
in the new Treaty or Commeice oiv - in the | 0 n„er Article, the host 
regards the question o shipping diics v co „fer with the Reprc- 

u,«»«- * 

common understanding on the suhjcct Iu ul Bulgaria, I will await 

■» - "* •• ,to 

question. X am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 















The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 


(No. 119. Commercial.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 19, 1892. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s despatches Nos. 156 
and 157, Commercial, of the 1st instant, relative to the question of Customs 
immunities in Turkey. 

This subject is not free from certain difficulties in regard to the present 
practice of nations, and as regards the extent to which Iler Majesty’s Government 
are in a position to grant reciprocity in these matters. In any new stipulation on 
the subject, if Her Majesty’s Government cannot elicit a satisfactory assurance 
from the Porte, a declaration must be made that it is understood that it is not 
intended to interfere with the ancient privileges conceded by the Ottoman Govern¬ 
ment. 

1 have, therefore, to ask your Excellency’s opinion whether on the whole it may 
not be best to adopt a course somewhat similar to that taken by Russia, as 
explained in Mr. Block’s Memorandum of the 16th ultimo, rather than to open a 
general discussion with the Porte on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 









